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T eMan had a glorious beginning. 
Il eM anis much varied from himſelf. 
SS | II eAans in was cauſed by himſelf. 
WShewing theſe IV «MA ans miſery followes his non-dependence 
fg Points. < a Go ” 4 | 
* © |V Manonceoff from God, and leſt to bim-| 
ſelf wanders irrecoverably. 


[- VI Saints by ( hriſt are in a very happy eſtate. 
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Psart. 8, 5, What is manthat thou art mindfall of him, or the ſon of man that 
thou ſo viſueſt him? 

Ps$aL. 49. 12, Man being in honour abideth not ;, but is like the beaſts that periſh. 

PsAL. 31. 19. Oh how great is thy goodneſſe which thou haſt (aid up for them that 


before the ſons of men ! 
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fear thee; which thou haſt wrouzht for them that truſt in thee , | 


now Preſident of Trinity College tn Oxon. _ | 


| , 


in the New Buildings. 16 5 3- | 


hk a. 


- h Tor b c % : " ty 2D £ 
N= q $ - + "© LEN 
7 . " *& 7. L , 
Sg S | | - E 45 Con 
= * - : 4 - C 
þ * : p 
"5g : o d. E c 


| 


SECTION 1, 


Excellency of mans eſtate, as created. 


ECCLES 7. 29 


Loe this onely have I found, that God hath made man upright : but 
they have ſought out many inventions. 


[ God bath made man U PRIGHT) 


EE arenow come (according toour Method) to the Three- 
fold eſtate of Man. I am not ignorant of thoſe difficul- 
ties and diſputes which occurin this SubjeR : ExpeR not 
from me in this place, an anſwer to all Obje&ions, nor 
from any man fatisfaRion to each mans curioſity. Salo- 
»on himſelf could not fatisfie himſelf in all particulars: 


Onely in the main of man he is very poſitive, and leaves 
us here two main Principles, whereof the firſt reſpeRs] 
mans innocent and primitive eſtate ; The ſecond, his lapſed and forlorn con- 
dition, together with the cauſe of both, His order is open and obvious; he 
had faid before, That man is wholly corrupt ; and now he delivers the originall 
hereof; negatively, it is not God ; Poſitively, it is man. We goon in our in- 
tended way of delivering Principles. And firſt, ſurvey we mans firſt eſtate, and 
there look upon him as he ſtands in Gods hand,and is of his making til he mar'd 
himſelf, Here we find his beginning very good by creation. Anexcellent, a 
lovely,plain, even, uniforme piece, {mooth without knots and flawes, ſtraight 
without hook or crook; So much Salomons comprehenſive word imports ;| 
The reſult of all is this : 

Man at firſt was a very excellent and deſirable Creature. This the Point ; 
and this is no more then Scripture reports of him. Where mention is made of 
his firſt eſtate, David brings him in with a crown upon his head, and chat 
crown is a crown of glory and honour. T how haſt crowned him with glory and 
honour, Pſal. $.5. His place was little lower-then —_— but far above all 
other Creatures : As fob affirmes, Fob.35. v.11. God made him wiſer then 
the beaſts of theearth, then the fowles of heaven. Yea, the Prophet aſſures 
us that the worſt piece of him, the 'very caſe and outfide, was moſt curiouſly 
wrought and richly embroydered, Pſal. 139. 15. Moſes goes yet higher, and 
carryes us above creatures to Gods bleſſed ſelf, Let ws make man, faith God, 
This Creature, 5» or image and after our likeneſſe, Ger, 1. 26. Thus in Ge- 
neralls we have him ſet forch to us. For Particulars, 1 ſhall not trouble you | 
with any large diſcourſe touching his excellencies, either of ſoul. or body, or | 
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| on 5 Cauſes of Mans firſt excellency. 
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|1ar; nothing on that ſide wanting ro his preſent happineſſe. Or if we look 


'| but rather c!oathed with all requiſite beauties and abilicyes, which might ren- 


feelwhathe is ; but what he either was or ſhall be we can rather guefs then 
judge, as blind men do of colours ; onely this we are ſure of, within there was 
nothing but what was deſirable ; without, 'nothing but what was amiable; a-' 
bout him, nothing but what was ſerviceable and comfortable: his underſtan-! 
ding was as full of light as it was free from darkneſfle ; his judgement, ſound ; 
his conſcience, clear ; his will, conformable to Gods will ; his affeRions, regu - 


without him, 1. His body had nothing of blemiſh or bluſhing, or diſtemper; 


der him lovely, and commend him to every eye. .2. For his eſtate, what it was 
before his fall we may gueſſe by that which is ſince reſtored by Chriſt , where- 
of we have a touch in that 8" Pfalme: to wit ; God gave him a Soyerainty over 
all the creatures, and ſtampt ſuch a majeſty upon him, that they did all acknow- 
ledge him, and received their ſeverall names,as ſo many acknowledgements from 
him. As for his pofleſſions,we need not ſtand to enlarge upon one Parcell of his 
Deſmeans, which they call Paradiſe, fith the whole, both of ſea and land,and all 
the creatures in both, were then his poſſeſſion, his Paradiſe, Thus the caſe ſtood 
with man at firſt, the creatures were as obſervant of him as he of his Creator. 


ſeverall cauſes. 
I. 


Ef. 54+ F. 
Pf, 149. 2+ 


2. 


* Confer. PC, 
58. 4, cum 
Gen. 1. 26. 
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| Clearedin bis | The whole matter will be further cleared 


More then chis I ſhall nor ſpeak in thefe particulars. This being a Theam ſo 
much treated of by Schoolmen and others, who write of this firſt eſtate. 
if we look upon man in his cauſes; * | 

If we confider the Efficient cauſe, or the Author of man, it's God himſelf: 
Adam, ſaith Luke, was the ſon of . God, thence he derives his Pedegree. Now 
from the excellency of the caxſe, it is not hard to infer the excellency of the 
effe, eſpecially ſince efficients work by way of aſſimilation ; Naturall ethcients. 
neceſſarily ; voluntary cauſes, freely: both ſtrive to accompliſh.their own works 
totheir own ends and inclinations; now God (a voluntary agent) is all light.and 
workslike himſelf, ſo that from him can come no ers” 4 heis all goodneſle, all 
perfeRion, and can do nothing but what is in its kind good and perteR: nay fur- 
ther, Gdd is not ſimply to be conſidered in this work, but with relation to 


perſonality. The three glorious Perſons concur in this externall work : whence 


that expreſſion, - 35. Io. Ged my makers. This is the joynt work of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, the iſſue of that power, wiſdome, goodneſſe which is 
comm to them all , ſo that the glory of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt is in 
| its meaſure put upon this noble creature. 

| Conſider the Formall cauſe of man created. I mean, the manner in which 
God made him; and that is, 1. Inthe perfe&ion of wiſdome and deepeſt coun-: 
ſell, as being the Maſter-piece of his viſible works : hence for our better under- 
ſtanding Moſes brings in God conſulting with himſelf, Let «s, ſaith he, make 
Man. 2, In perfe&on of $Kkill and workmanſhip, as in that 139" Pſalm, who 


hath made him a curious piece, and beſtowed ſo much art and coſt upon him, 
asthat the Maſter of Phyſick; Galen, was enforced to frame a ſong of praiſe to 
chat Deity that framed mans body. 3. In perfe#5on of power : he created 
him, without the contribution of either matter or inſtrument, and ſo became 
the /ole and whole cauſe of man. | 
The exemplary cauſe. And here we paſſe by that private opinion of Zaxchy'*s 
and others, who conceive that Chriſt aſſumed mans nature for a pattern where- 
by Adam ſhould be made. The text ſufficeth us: God made man in his own image 
according to his own likeneſſe : which paſſage, having an influence into much 
which ſhall be hereafter ſaid, muſt a little be opened. See then what is meanc 
by thoſe words ; And the anſwer is, that image and /ikeneſſe in this caſe, * ſpeak 
one and the ſame thing ; but in an high and ſtrong way :\ Not as Bellarmine and: 
others ; who, for ends,make the one ſubſtanciall, the other, not. /» our Image, 
moſt like our ſelves ,thatis, As near as the matter will ſuffer ; There can be no 
proportion between the irifinite God, and a finite man ; ſome kind of reſem- 
blance in ſome degree there maybe : In every Beaſt there are ſome foorſteps, 
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- \more in ſome now. Art firlt, of all viſible creatures men came ne 
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| 


ſerve an anſwer, Firft, ſaith he, 1f man had born upon him Gods Image, intrin- 
ſecally, then man had been. Immortall. | 


though for the preſent he had nothing of death in him, yet was he mutable, and 
fo might contract death, 


Information: againſt Socinus and Papifts.« 
(a5 they are tearmed) of a deity, but more in man: ſome in every /iman, but 
areſt:to God. 
But wherein 2 not onely in regard of his »ar»re ; becauſe he had an-underſtand- 
ing, a reaſonable will, a working immortall =_ in him, as Papiſts, and others 
ſpeak;nor yet onely in order to his eſtare , becauſe he was made Lotdoover all 
creatures, as Socinians would have it ; But alſo and ſpecially in regazd of his 
Graces and endowments ſeated in his ſoul: God made him —q_ juſt, upright, 
wherein the Apoſtle chiefly placeth Gods Image ; and that moſt juſtly, Eph. 4. 
24+ That being the chiefe of Gods Image in the firſt Adam, which Chriſt, the 
ſecond Adam, doth moſtly repair and reſtore. When then it is ſaid, that God 
wade man like himſelf, the meaning is, he maae him holy, righteous, ſpirituall, ac- 
cording to the ſampler, Gods bleſſed ſelf. : 

Conſider the Finall cauſe ; God made man for moſt excellent ends and uſes ; he 
made him to be a Xing of creatures, to be »ear to his moſt glorious Majeſty, wo 
be that great piece which ſhould crown the reſt of his works, and ſpeak out zl 
his perfeRions : he made him capable of an immortal eftate, of true holineſſe, 
and happineſle; and deſigned him for a marriage with the heir, Chriſt, and for 
neareſt alliante with himſelf : and in order totheſe ends, he pur ſo much honour 
vpon him at the firſt. Nor can any man ſtrange at this, fith it is the practiſe of all 
wiſe agents : Every $kilfull workman ( you know) layes out moſt of his skill 
and coſt upon that piece which he intends for higheſt uſe and credit, as every 

ilder is more exa& in ſetting out a chimmey-piece, then in making a gutter, 

Now if it be objected, chat mans make is but of baſe materials, as duſt, &c. 

It's anſwered, that the matter contributes leaſt of all cauſes unto the excellency 
of the work. And as much might be faid rouching the meenneſſe of it ; The truth 
rneſs & meanneſs of the matrer,doth oftentimes moſt advance 8& com- 
mend the $kill of the workman. That God out of »othing ſhould draw ſome-/ 
thing, out of dead, blinde, dumb Clay ſhould draw light, life, and ſpeech, and 
out of ſuch deforwity ſhould extra ſuch beauty, ſtrength, and excellency :- this 
commends the workman, but doth nor at all diſparage the work. Be the ſtuffe 
what it will,God hath made a rich Arras of it ; and the work is now honourable, 
through Gods power,thongh the materials ſeem contemptible, So much for 
that objeRion. Other queſtions of like nature, we willingly paſſe over, and come 
ro apply this, 26 

Let me call upon you all to be well grounded and Grammar'd in this truth, 
touching mans primitive eftate, The not heeding hereof hath let in thoſe inun- 
dations of errours, which now over-ſpread the Chriſtian World. You are not to 
look upon man as now he is, but as firſt he was, exiſting our of his cauſes, And 
here I ſhall commend unto you theſe principles. 

Man had a begi»niyg. Though now he be Immertall 4 parte poſt, yet once he 
was not ; This is clear by the word, and by his continued 7 wow 6. 

His fownder and maker was one ; and that was God. Itwas a wilde and mad 
blaſphemy to dream of 7 wo beginxers of the whole, as ſome did ; oratleaſt of 
Man, as did others. | 

This God made him in his own /ikexeſe, Ramping upon him an Impreſſion of 
Holineſle, and as Petey cals it, the divine nature. Theſe Principles, (as others 
in other caſes, have done) commend I unto you, nor would I have you once 
troubled with Socinxs his cavils againſt the ſame; being ſuch which ſcarce de- | 
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Sol. So he had, if he had not killed himſelf, and caſt away his life. - And 


2'y. again he objeAs, If man were like God is holineſs then was hefree-from ſin. 
| Sol, 1. Fromthe ARof fin he was free in his firſt conſtitution, though not 


Objeet, 


Sol, 


Uſer. 
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concerning 
mans primitive 
eltare. 
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from the power of ſinning being a voluntary agent. 
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Sol, 


Information againſt Socinus and Papiſts. 
Secondly, he was like God, but not 4 God, that is, equail to God, and equally 
uncapable of (in. __- 

Thirdly; again, he objeQts, If mans Image had conſiſted in holineſſe, then upon 
his fall, the whole Image of God had been loft. 

Sol. 1, So it was de jure, if God would have taken the forfeicure. 

Yet, ſecondly,the argument holds not,unlefſe we did place the whole of Gods 
Image onely in holineſle. There indeed we lay it chiefly, but not onely., We ſay 
that Gods Image is communicated to the whole compoſiram or Man. Wepur 
a difference between the body of a may, and the body of a beaſt, whether /;ving 
or dying : we yeeld that a dead man hath more of God in his body; then a dead 
beaſt 


Thirdly, and in ſhort, to cut off theſe diſputes, weſay two things ; firſt that 
there be degrees of holineſſe inthis Image of God ; and next, thar it is not »ece/- 
ſary that man ſhould partake with God in a/ his attributes, whereof ſome are in- 
communicable ; much lefſe that he ſhould equalize God, though in ſome mea- 
ſure he be a repreſentative of God, 

To the former, I adde this fourth principle. The diſtance is very great be- 
tween man ow, and man at the firſ#, as Salomon here puts it: as man was change- 
able then, ſo now he is changed very much ; though ſome ruines and remnants of 
that which they call the ſabſtantiall Image abide upon him. This you muſt the 
rather be ſetled in, becauſe Hereticks labour tooth and nayle, to confound theſe 
different ſtates. Thus Papiſts ſweat to prove that man in his pure naturals is as 

ood wow as then : and the ſame then that he is »ow, differing no more, ar leaſt 
© cintrinſccals chen a mancl/oathed, and wncloathed differs from himſelf; or, then 
a borſe bridled and unbridled ; The cafe was this, God pur a bridle of /aperveni- 
ent righteouſneſſe upon him to rein him in3 otherwiſe he had the ſame ſeeds and 
principles of corruption,conflit,concupiſcence they, that he hath now. 

This they tell you, and Secinws brings his prop to uphold their rotten build- 
ing ; 1f, faith he, there had not been a conflitt betwixt reaſon and affettion, bow could 
man have ſinned ? 

Sol. He ſhould have faid, If man could not have wrong'd himſelf, ſilenced 
reaſon, yeelded to appetite, how ſhould he ſin?But the matter is,man had power to 
be naught, (if we may call that power) though for the preſent he was axally 

od. 

But what ſtrange men are theſe, who will fetch in God as an acceſſary to mans 
fin at leaſt, intruch, as a principal? For if God, who ſolely and wholly made 
man, ſo made him, as that he needed a parch,and an adventitious plaiſter ſo ſoon 
as ever he was made, doth itnot reflect upon Gods perfeRion ? bur if he were ſo 
made as that there was a propenſion againſt reaſon, and a rebellion in his members 


author of it ? 
Call they this Gods Image > Or could God then ſee all that he made to be 
? 


Bellarmines anſwer in this caſe gives me no ſatisfaRtion at all, God; ſaith he, 
intended the man : T he corruption is but accidentall, as when the Cutler makes a 
ſword, be mindes the ſwerd, not the ruſt of it. 

For ( to omit other differences) the Cutler undertakes not to make the matter, 
to wit, the Iron or Steel, but onely to g:ve that matter a ou And the ruſt 
doth follow the matter,not the form. The ſword ruſts not becauſe a ſword, but 
becauſe Iron. But now God gives man both zindeed all ; nothing elſe contri- 
bures; and the ſaying is true, that who gives matter and form gives the neceſſar 
ronſeqacnts of both. But wretched men care not how much they depreſſe Ged, 4 
they may exal: fleſs. | 

Let them go. And hold we this diftavce ill : man is not ſo bad now, but 


once he was as Originall righteouſnefſe was once as naturzil as ſin is 


are aware of. 


now, if not more. And this truth carries more in it, then as yet happily you 
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from the firſt ; and if that Rebellion be bad, at leaſt not good ; is not God the 
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| nation, unleſs we will yeeld that man ca» fulfill the law. 


" Matte of bumiliation, now we are fallen. 


Learn hence that which S2/omos here preſſeth, namely, tojuſftifie God in all 
his wayes as holy in all his works, Itis a fearfull thing to ſee what proud man 
renders to God for all his kindnefſe. God made him a moſt glorious, happy, 
ſatficient creature : his own folly hath perverted his wayes, and now his heart 
frets, and his mouth chats againſt the Lord : Ibeſeech you, underſtand your 
Originall, and preſerve your ſelves from the Peſt;lent erronrs of this age, and 
know how to plead for God, and to emplead (in. For example. 

You ſhall hear men cry out of Blowdy doftrine touching Gods Derreeing 
men to fall ; nay, neceſſitating them to damnation, &c, 

Now here learn an anſwer of Salowen, God made man good, made him for 
happineſſe, puc him into poſſeſſion of ir, gave him power to hold it, bur 
he ſought out many inventions, he, he ſought our &c, it was an at of mans counſel 
and s ; hold we to this, though we cannot ſo well conceive the concurrence 
of cauſes now, as Adam did then, or as we ſhall bereafter at che day of the 
revelation of the righteous Judgement of God. 

Again, you hear men ſay, that we make God the greateſt tyrant living, one 
who gives impoſrible lawes, requiring smpoſsibilities under the penalty of dam- 


Now to this Anſwer. Then was then: Now is now, When God tranſaQed 
with man he required no more then man cox/d do, now why muſt the rule be 
bended to man ? or the debt drawn to his ability, eſpecially Gth the bond 
ſtands but for evidence and mans good ? God commits him, ſhuts him up onely 
to hwmble him, and to drive him to ſeek a ſurety of his own providing. 

It's replyed, that this ſalves not the buſineſſe, ſince, in our dottrine, more us re- 
quired of man lapſed, then of man in Innocency; for God requires that faith now, 
which he did not then, and exatts what he never gave, gathering where he never 
ftrawed. Thus they. 

Wretched men ! Doth God require any thing in the Goſpel but upon Eofpe/ 
rearms ? that is, that he will work the thing required when ſo#gbr unto, 

Again, what though Adam had not the exerci/e of faith in Chriſt, as neither 
of patience or ſome other graces, yet he had all in the roore, ſeed, and power? 
The want was not in Adam, the ſubjeft : but the ſtay was the abſence of occa- 
fon, and an objett. He had power to do, and to beleeve any thing that then did 
or after ſhould concern him, and his place, and condition ; and xo more is requi- 
red of us now. I never ſaw an Elephant in my life, why 2 not for want ofa prin- 
ciple inthe ſubjeQ ; the ſame eye that can ſee an Horſe, could an Elephant too, 
were it preſented to my ſight. 1 cannot be ſaid ot ro ſee it, but it is not ro be 
ſeen. : 

Laſtty, you heare men thus reaſoning. Why ! 7 am as God made me, I am cho- 
terick, I confeſſe it, but *tis my nature: 1 am ſleepy ; Can I help it ? &+c, 

Anſwer.There are Defe&#s which follow particular tempers,and natures,P are- 
ly naturall, others which are ſinful lowing from the principles of Poyſoned xa- 
ture: (infull diſtempers, are yours, not Gods ; you might once have prevented 
them, you muſt now have them healed. It is an aggravation ro lay our faults 
upon our natures, yea hereby we accuſe the Creator. Thereforein ſtead of excu- 
ſing our ſelves or accuſing our maker (as Adaw and Eve did) let us lay load 
on our ſelves ; and that's the nexfuſe. 

Where ſee for humbling, whence we are fallen, what we were, what we are. 
Men love to talke of their Anceſtours, thereby to pride themſelves, and can hard- 
ly deſcend in themſelves, though tumbled down by Gods hand. Let us, on the 
contrary, abaſe our ſelves to oureſtate and befool our ſelyes,as we ſee the Bank- 
rupt doth, Once, quoth he, was I well, could I have kept me well; I had mo- 
ny, land, ſtock, friends and what not? but now I lye under poverty, ſcorn, and 
contempt. Ah unwiſe man I! In like manner let each of us ſay, OnceI was 
light, now darknefſe; Once rich in grace, now empty ; Once Gods fayorite, now | 


% enemy ; Once beautifull, now ugly, a very Ichabod, my glory is departed, 
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Uſe 4. 
Bleſſe God for 
the firſt eſtate: 
and that lirtle 
| which is left to 
this day. 


Be thankful for this firſt eſtate. 

Ah fooliſh man, how was I bewitched 1 Thus let us rate-and chide our ſelves 
into a low conceit of our ſelves. Howbeit, all this ſignifies nothing, unlefle we 
ſee this our miſery in the cauſe thereof. Therefore lookeupon tin as a thing 
moſt pernicious and deſtruRive, It is fin, (fay) that hath undone me, thac 
hath ruined mine eſtate; caſtme into debt ; *ris fin that hath ſlain my Cartell, 
deprived me of 'my Crop; *tis fin, my fin in Adam that hath forfeited mine 
honour, undermined my Authority over creatures. Time was when every beaſt, 
every bird, every fiſh, would have owned me, would have done me homage : 
Now my very ſervants trample upon me, my once ſubjets riſe againſt me, as 
T have againſt God. Lyons are ready to devoure me, Bears to worry me, 
horſes to brain me, yea, every Caterpillar; worme, flea, makes a prey of me. 
'Tis fin, that hath marr*'d my body. Once I had a body perfeR, ative, ſound, 
elerious, the more naked the more ſhining:now in ſtead of thoſe beauties behold 
a ſtench, ſickneflſe, ſhame and whatſoever elſe 'is bluſhfull. It is fin that hath 
ſpoiled my ſoul : at firſt Ihad near Communion with God, cloſe correſponden- 
cy 'with his will and Image. Thepeace of God, the joyes of God, the ſtrengeh 


| and life of God were upon me. Now hell is in my ſoul, darknefle and con- 


fuſion fills every room;I bear in ſtead of Gods glorious Image, the ugly Image of 
thedevill himſelf, and come as near unto him as my nature is capable, Oh 
curſe this accurſed thing, Sin, which hath ſo undermined thee, and reſolve a- 
gainſt it for the future, as we do againſt lefſer evills, we decline ſuch meats as 
threaten partiall miſery. This rots my teeth, that hurts my eyes, this diſtem- 
pers my liver, that my ſtomach, therefore I muſt forbear, Oh fear that ſin 
that deſtroys eye, and hand, and head, the 'whole body, the whole ſoul, the 
whole man. And now bethink thy ſelf of a recovery as decay'd men do; lye not 
whining under loſſes, as Jacobs ſons in their wants, much lefle rw to baſe, 
ſharking courſes, as broken chapmen do ; But buſtle and beſtir thy ſelf, be- 
think thy ſelf, Is there no help ? is it not' poſs5ble to raiſe my ſelf again? yes, 
there is hope and help, the Lord Chriſt, the ſecond Adam comes with the 
Image of God upon him, as a reſtorer of the breach, he is come to recover what 
was loſt, to pay what was owing, to repaire our ruines, to recruit us-again, 
he is able, he is willing to undertake us. Nay , the thing is done already, there- 
Fore Vle to him, as once the bankrupts to David, I will confefle with the pro-! 
digall, I will beg for life, I will caſt my ſelf upon him, and cloſe with him be- 
ing offered as an husband, as the only way for decay'd fortunes, ſo ſhall I be 
reſtored inbloud and repaired in mine eſtate, Thus reſolve, thus do, and ceafe' 
not doing till thou find his wark, upon thee, his frat and /ife in thee : foſhalt 
thou find more /ife and happineſſe 5 him, then there was death and miſery in the] 
old Adam. | | 
Laſtly, learn to be thankfull for this firſt eſtate : cloſe with all the Saints in 
that Song of theirs, Rev. 4. «it, Thow art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and bononr and power : for thou baſt created all things, &c. Itis not little that 
weowe to God, for this poor eſtate which 'yer is left us; for theſe poor eyes, 
theſe lame limbes, theſe frail bodyes, theſe fick ſouls, which we labour with 
every day; We are much bound to him, for the meaneſt fare, for the leaft bir 
of conſe bread, the leaſtlip of thinneſt drink, and muſt confeſſe with Jacob 
that we are leſſe then the leaſt of all bis now: forfeited mercies ; what thanks then 
can we render for our firſt eſtate, which was every way full, free, glorious, 
whether welook upon ſoul or body,or place 'or ſtate, or any thing appertaining 
ereto ;* nor is Gods goodnefſle and bounty'the /eſſe, becauſe we have fooliſhly 
{quandered it away. That greatens our folly and wickednefs, yet no way leffens 


> \|Gods largeſſe and kindnefle. 
Objet. | yi) 
Frodoſe ? 


Objeft. But why did not God put ns paſt danger and: loſe, but left it in onr hands 


Sol, ! Sol. An uugracious queſtion: ſo the unthrift talks when he hath outed him- 


ſelf of ſis patrimony, Why did my Father truſt me? why did hengt any, © 


4 —_> I - -- - 
. 


—— . — 


— 


TE ——— 


Sinfull eftate of man, as fallen. 
io and > There is no reaſoning with ſuch froward children, neicher content 


neſſes 5ntended, ſo much more befowed, moſt of all for mercies reftoredin Chriſt, 
who bath mended that firſt eſtate. | 


SECTION IT. 
Sinfull eſtate of man, as fallen. 


ESC 7. a 
[ But they have ſought out many Inventions, ] 


Itherto we have ſeen that man was firſ# good, and well ſtated ; But 

| doth he continue ſo 2: No, he was made good, bat warably good, and 

| A fo of himſelf, he fell from God and himſelf; and ſo we pafle to mans 
next eſtate , where we find the caſe is mach altered with him. 

He is not what; he was, he was not what he is: but now there is a vaſt di- 
ſtance between himſelf and himſelf, berwixt this and that ſtate. This the 
Point, and this the word plainly proves, Rom. 3. 10. &c- here are layd down 
two received truths. x, There's no goodneſſe in any, 2+ They are altogether 
nenget 3 But was it evet thus? No, they have gone out of the way, faith the 
Apoltle, they have corrupted themſelves, and that from their youth, Gen. $. 21. 
They erre, and that from the wombe, Pſal, 58.3. Yea, from their conception, 
Pſal. 51. 5: This þetter appears, if we may compare eſtates paſt and preſent : 
1. Man was good, Gen, 1. #/t. now bad, Gen. 6.5. & 12. firſt he was ſtrait 
as *tis here, now perverſe. Gem. 17. 9. firſt he bare Gods Image, now mans, 
Gen. 5. 3. firſt he was glorious, now filthy, 7ob. 15. 16. abominably filthy, 
And at this we can the leſſe marvel, fince his beginning, he comes under diffe- 
rent hands ; At firſt he was onely Gods workmanſhip, and then there was no- 
thing in him but what was Gods, all was right as God is altogether pure: but 
ſince, he hath deſerted God and betaken himſelf ro thoſe Inventions which him- 
ſelf hath hatch'd and Satan fomented, and hereby wrought two miſchiefs at 
once, Firſt, he hath made an hand of all his holineſſe: Secondly, he hath 
made way to all evill, ſin, horrour, ſhame, confuſion, have ſeiſed upon all 
and rendered him moſt woefull, moſt hatefull; we need not more words to 
prove a change.in him. Their dreams of old who fancied him to be bad from 
the beginning, either in whole or part, are not worth confutation, we have 
learned that the devils themſelves were once good, but they kept not their 
ſtation, Time will be better ſpent in ſearching into the Particulars of this 
change, as into: the t#me when it was, the nature of it, the ſubje# and extent 
of it, the cauſe of 5t, &c. 

And firſt for the time ; we conclude all in two propoſitions. 

I. The firſt att of mans will after his creation, was not rhe firſt i» and cauſe 
of this his change; we find Adam a while el employed, in receiving laws 
from his maker, .in marking as it were, his cattle, in ating his calling, in acce- 
pting his Fathers choice of a wife, and thus far he was tight, Nor are argu- 
ments of ſome 7 homiſt againſt this, ſo cogent, that they need to ſtay us. 

2, It's moſt reaſonable to think that he guick/y fell, (though not /o /con) 
from his happy eſtate, becauſe Satan was very ſubtill to take him at the advan- 
tage, before he was well ſetled, and experienced; and ſecondly, very active,fired 
with rage and envy. Becaule he is ſaid to be a wwarderer from the beginning ; or 
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very near, to it, which beginning muſt commence from man,” not from himſelf. 
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Dot, 2. 
A fGnfull 
change in man 
25 now fallen. 
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change, 
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2, Nature of 
ehis change. 
1, Negatively. 


Objef. 
Sol. 


2. Poſitively. 


|; 3. Extent of 
| this change. 


14. Canſe of ir. 


Time and nature of this change. 


and ſo better enabled to have made ſtronger reſiſtance ; (for I make no doubt 
but Adam ſhould have growen and emproved himſelf by experience, as ſome 
wayes the ſecond Adam did) but he took his time, whileſt ye: they were un- 
experienced, as is ſeen chiefly in Eve, who as yet knew not, as it ſeems, the na- 
ture of the Serpent : whereto we may adde this, that ſhe, the ſame Eve, had 
conceived her firſt born without ſin, had any conſiderable time been *twixt their 
creation and fall. But I will not be too peremptory in things more diſputable 
and lefle important.. 

For the ſecond, the »atare of this change. Thus we ſtate'it. Firſt, the 
change was notin Eſſentials, for ſuch cannot be ſeparated from the thing, 
without its diſſolution : but man was for ſubſtance, the ſame man before and 
after his change : Chriſt was eſſentially man, though far from ſin. So ſhall 
we be in heaven. Therefore if this were the errour of lyrics, it were 
an errour ſufficiently groſs. We read, that God made ſubſtances, he made no 
fins. Secondly, it was not in Supernat#rals onely, for natarals alſo are abated 
and eclipſed in him, neither was 

turall at that time; we may call that (properly enough) narxrall which is 
common to the whole ſpecies, to all mankind, and paſleth along in a way of 
generation, though we cannot expreſſe how. But then the objeRion is. 


ceaſe to be man, 

Sol. Theargument will not follow, becauſe »atwrals do admit of degrees: 
ſight is naturall, ſpeech naturall, &c. yeta blind or dumbe man, is yet a man; 
we may ſafely ſay, that righteouſneſſe was as naturall, as ſin is preternaturall ; 
and we mean no more bur that Juſtice was then as naturall, as now ſin is. Sin is 
either naturall or preternaturall, (if you will fo call it:) we ſpeak of man in 
this caſe orally not Phyſically conſidered, and heed not what Ariforle will 
call him, but what God faith of him. This for the negative. | 
Now poſitively, we ſay that this change is properly an alteration, conſiſting 
in 2xalities and certain reſpets. Whereas man held a double correſpondency 
with God, one Relative, as he ſtood in ſubjeRion to him, and a dependence 
upon him, as his maker, maſter, father, 8c. 

Another Repreſentative, as he bare Gods Image, which he could not proper 
beare in a relation of Inferiority : he is now much varied and changed, in bot 
theſe. 

Firſt, of a ſ#bje, he is become a rebel, of a ſon a traytour, of a friend an 
enemy, and ſtands now at defiance with God. 

Secondly, whereas heearſt much favowred and reſembled God, now he is 
moſt removed from him, and oppoſite to him, of light he is become darkneſſe, 
as Paul expreſleth it in the abſtra& : Semblably, we may fay of wiſdome he is 
become folly, of goodneſle, in a ſenſe, fin it ſelf, as the very Heathens uſe to 
expreſſe him, And here is the change, in a mans eſtate both perſonall and lo- 
call, SubjeQion is turned into Rebellion, Conformity into Difformity, and 
ſo into Deformiry, and conſequently, his happineſle into unhappineſle ir ſelf. 


Extent of this change : and this we diſpatch in three words. 
Firſt, a/ mankind is changed for the worſe, and is warped aſide. 
Secondly, all of man, every particular both power and part, is now depe- 
nerated ; The whole frame of his heartis corrupted. Gew. 6. 
And laſtly, al men, all alike, all involved, and ſuffer this unhappy change. 
The cauſe of this change. Firſt, we exclude not God from any a, though 
from all ſin, | 
Secondly, we excuſe not Satan from the ſin, though from fome aQs in it. 
Thirdly, we lay the blame where the fault is, upon mans ſelf. To inlarge 


| cheſea kttle, . 


Adde bereunto,that he had not ſo eaſily prevailed, if man had been long rooted, 


is Originall righteouſneſs altogether ſuperna- | 


If righteouſneſſe be any way naturall, then that ceaſing, man ſhould alio | 


Thus for the ſecond Queſtion. Followes the third touching the S#bjef and | 


(44. 


| LES OP Firſt, 


- 


4 - ku * | 


Extent and cauſe of this change. 


from the power of (inning being a- voluntary agent. | 

Firſt , we exclude not 2 divine concurrence ; Gods decree, permiflive (as ſome 
ſpeak) went upon it; and this, to ſay the leaſt, we muſt needs ſay, unleſſe we 
will ay that God ſtood Newtrall in one of the higheſt works of providence, 
neither willing nor nilling it, 

Secondly, Satan did ſo tar concur as to bring a guilt upon himſelf, by rem- 
pting man, But the Word chargeth the ſm upon mans ſelf, they have /ought 
owt, {o ſaith Salomon, ſo muſt we ay, Though man would ſhift ic from him- 
ſelf, and divide it betwixt God and Satan. But 'tis found upon him, and there 
we muſt teave it. 

But how could this be (will ſome ſay) how could man ſo accompliſh it, ad- 
mit-of fin ? 

Sol. The Text tells us, he ſought ont: many inventions: and we muſt conſider, 

Firft, that man was made out of Nothing, and therefore apt enough to re- 
turn into bis firſt principles, and more prone to proivations, fuch as (in is, then 
to poſitive goods, when he is left to himſelf. 

Secondly, he is a compounded creature, and therefore in and of himſelf 
mutable. 

Thirdly, he is a finite creature, and borrows all from without, and of him- 
ſelf is ſubje& to deficiencies, and ſo may fin. 

Fourthly , he is a creature ſo bounded that he cannot ſee and do,and conlider 
all things at once, and fo may fall into diverſions and excogitancies. 

I, and Fiftly, heisa free creature, and therefore may a# or /xſpend, uſe or 
not uſe, his abilities at pleaſure. Bur, it were better happyly, leaving theſe 
diſputes, to look up to God and admire with Azftin, that things ſhould be 
againſt his will, and yet not altogether beſides it; and to bethink our ſelves 
how we may 7:/e, rather then how wedid fa. Ir ſufficeth for the preſent, 
that we clear God as much as Papiſts or any others: at leaſt we deſire to do 
it; and ifthey can teach us how to ſpeak better, and more for the vindication 
of Gods holineſle, we ſhall chank them, mean while we mean as well as they, 
and ſpeak as much for the vindication of Gods holineſle as any Zellarmive, or 
Arminius of them all ; we ſay, that God is no mora#! cauſe of fin, and Phy ical 
cauſe he cannot be: (in having only a cauſe deficient, but none efficient ; we do 
not ſay that any precedent decree doth force the will or compell the man. 
Nor on the other fide, do we ſay that the whole work of fin is only from man, 


Eftins lib. 2. 


nothing of it from Satan ( as he reports, who uſually is more modeſt ) bur | 


this we do, we ſet the ſaddle on the right horſe, and ſay as Salomon guides us, 
Man hath ſought out many inventions. Do you underſtand what I have faid, 
or ſhall I ſpeak it yet more plainly ? we yeeld a concurrence of many agents 
in mans change, but with a wide difference, as to the manner of their working, 

Firſt, for God ; we muſt not conceive him to be only a fpeftator , in this 
high work of providence, we muſt ackowledge his difpoſong hand, his erdering 
hand, his decreeing hand, in leaving man to his own choice : but ſtyl without 
the leaſt ſhadow of fin. 

Secondly, for Satan ; we muſt not excuſe him ,whom God curſeth, he was 
certainly a morall cauſe of mans fin, and did his utmoſt to perſwade. 

Thirdly, for Mans ſelf ; we muſt ſpeak S/omons language, who lays not the 
fault upon the devill, as no reaſon he ſhould : for a morall cauſe bath no influ- 
ence, at leaſt no inforcing power upon the fubjet. Much leſſe doth he kay ic 
upon God, who always ſeriouſly diſſwades frow ſin, Phyſically infuſeth no ill, 
nor withholds requiſite ſtrengeh, *Tis true, fieſh and bloud will cavill and find 
this baſtard ſinne many fathers : but man is Father and mother both, him- 
ſelf: ſo the Word ſpeaks it, and Adam with all his skill could noc ſhift it © 
from himſelf, rhough never ſo willing. Ifay i this caſe, as one ſfaidin ano- 
ther , In one and the ſame thing many <aules may concurre , butnot 


to the ſame end , nor in the ſame thing. 


Now | 


diſtift, 21, 
Seb. 11. & 
diſtinfþ. 3. 
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Ever obſerve 
this diſtin&i- 
on of a good 
and bad cſtare. 


Ferardent, 


of allfleſbly boaſting and excellency ? were this granted,then muſt God be juſti- 


- | have redeemed all. Good my 


| devill himſelf; and the leaſt cauſe, and the more fin there is, the more proud till. 


Be bumbled for this bad and ſad change. 
Now this makes firſt for our information. God, you ſee here, teacheth us s 
doudle eſtate z learn we 'both : God ſets a bound and diſtinQion : thus farre 
his work ; here begins ours : Now we muſt keep afunder what he fo di- 
indy ſevered, the tather becauſe a confuſion here is in it felf moſt hurtfall;! 
and by many moſt induſtriouſly endevoured : Oh how do wits ſweat to trouble: 
theſe waters ! to this end, that we ſhould: not ſee our own faces, nor diſcern} 
which is which. 'Bence thoſe uncouth concluſions in both eſtates. In the firſt, 
There is no ſuch thing as Original Righteonſnes,no ſach Image of God as we fancy, 
ſay the Secinians; Next,there i ſuch a thing, ſay Papiſts, bur it was not natural,it 
was to man but ascloathes and trappings to the body, as if man ſhonld not have 
been born in this ſpirituall armour, as ſome ſpake of Giants for other armour; | 
but come into the world as naked of Grace, as a horſe doth of a Saddle, &c. till 
God from without do furniſh him. And in the ſecond eſtate, how infinitly do 
men fumble ? Firſt,Or;ginall ſin rhat' 5,to many, 4 very dream ; There is no {ſuch 
thing : Secondly, yes, fy others, there 1 ſuch a thing, but it is onely imputed : 
Nay, faith a third, ir*s more then imputed, but yet without the aoceſſe of any poſerive 
malignity, *tis a meer privation, Fourthly, that privation is rather pexa// then 
finfull. Fifthly, if ſinfull, yet wor 5» all. Sixthly, if inall, yet is it the leaſt fn, 
deſerving privation of joy and bliſſe onely. Seventhly, in Saint; it i gone, and; 
ſo gone that we weed not repent Of it, nay, we ought mor. In ſhort, ſet alide ſome! 
outward priveleges and accbutrements, man is wherehe was, changed onely in 
externals. .Now what ſtronger proof of our declenſion ? what a miſerable thing; 
is man become ! who rather then he will be beholding to God for his firſt ſetting! 
up; or to Chriſt for his ſupplyed repaires and recruits ; rather then he will ac- 
knowledge himſelf ſuch a fool, ſuch a beaſt ro part with ſo faire an eſtate, cares 
not what he laith, or reports, as to Gods work or his own in either eſtate. Oh 
madneſs ! were it not fit for us to ſay with Sx/omen, God made man upright,bur 
mas hath undone himſelf > Surely this were fit : but then thinks proud fleſh, 
what will become of free will ? what of merit? what of fulfilling the Law 2 what 


fied ; then muſt man be abaſed. Burt rather then God ſhall go away with all the 
credit, and man with all the ſhame , he will mingle heaven and earth, light and 
darknefſe.and come to this, either he was never good, and that refle&ts upon 
God ; orelſe is good ſtill, and then mought Chriſt have ſaveda labour ; at leaſt, 
much of his bloud, if the Frier brghre who ſaith, that one ſcar of Chriſt could 


breghren, admit of light, of truths fo fundamen- | 
tall ; know a change, acknowledge” what it is, whenceitis : Ir is from light to 
darknefle, from life to death,from wiflome to folly, from heaven to hell, from 
God to Satan. It is an Sniverſell apeſt fie, and itis from your ſelves, you were 
Adam, as the Text be tels yous legally,” naturally conſidered, you can blame 
none but your ſelves, and nodk&ould change you, till your wills or minds did 
change. If as yet, you kyow not theſe things ſufficiently, ſuffer the word of in- 
ifing, conferre with your teachers, peruſe the princi- 


ſtruction, ſubmit to Catech 


ples of your faith and religion or, if already you do know theſe things, freely 
Cnortladai them, juſtifig wi and truth to the face of errour,and to the 
ceeth.of pride, 


In the ſergnd'place, let us ſet upon that hard (but ſeaſonable) work of humi- 
liation. The poyſon of Adems firſt pride,nay of Satans, ſticks yet in our ſoules ; 
andthetruth is , had man the devils capacities, he would be as proud- as the 


Sin is a leaven that heaves and ſwels him, and when he is moſt S»f»1l, then leaff 
m——_— And as it puts out his eyes, and hurts his underſtanding : fo it corrupts 

his will. Of all things in this world, ſinfull man loves not to come down ; hee | 
would ſtill be in credit with himſelf , howeverthe world goes. This being our 
nature, we muſt fetmore reſolntely againſt it; and know thar no one work better 
becomes our condition then the work of humiliation ; and th&reforewe muſt 


6-— break 


Cauſes of deep brnultation. 
break through all impediments, and ſee what reaſon we have to pull down our 
ſelves. 

Firſt, we, (onely under painfull evills) we ought to ſtoop ; but fin is Theevil, 
even the evill of all evils ; that which doth hurt every creature, and would, if it 
could,the Creator. Now this fin is found-upon us , and ſhould ſhame us as the 
thief, when takenin the manner. 

Secondly, theſe fins are many and mighty,we have done 4s wickedly as we could, 
Fer. 3. had we had more room for more ſin, we would have bid it welcome ; 
mean while weare as full as we can hold, there's not. one ſpare room, Rom. 3. 

Thirdly, had we bzt once offended, one treaſon were unſufferable ; one ſin 
would makea breach into all order, beauty, peace, reaſon, religion ; and the 
whole creation, One ſin had let ina legion of devils, a deluge of all miſeries-: 
But now we have exceeded all bcunds and dimenſions ; there's neither number nor 
meaſure of our wickednefle. 

Fourthly, all rhis ſprings from our ſelver,we ſpin all our poyſon out of our own 
bowels, E/. 59. 4. We may pretend occaſions, inticements, enforcements : but 
when all's done, all theſe excuſes will prove but ſo many accuſations and agyra- 
vations : and therefore let us look homeward, and ſtrike the right veine, begin 
where our ſin began, at and in our ſelves, at the heart, at the ſpirit. 
| This muſt be our courſe in all our aRtings and failings; chiefly for the firſ# in; 

till a man comes to that, he is never truly humbled. ” Other fins are more pri- 
yate, partiall, and ſeem more pardonable, as iſſuing out of weakneſle, or igno- 


hich is known by the name of 8riginall iz, was a ſtrange ſin whether the Sub- 
jeft, or 0bjef, or {ngredients, or Conſequents be conſidered. 
Firſt, for the S»bje#, it is the fin of mankind, never did all SubjeRs { conſpire 
in a rebellion; ſecondly,of a//the man,norhing is exempt. 


hat or (at the moſt) of a will ſurprized and captivated ; Oh but the firſt finne 


orimpoſed, and of the whole Coutnant, as Hoſea expreſſeth it. 

Thirdly, for the /ngredients, it's every fin virtually, and the death of every 
Srace meritoriouſly. : 

Fourthly, for the Conſequences ; it forfeits all goodxeſſe, life, creation; and is.an 
in-let to all miſery and confuſion. We have-read of ſome who in their vaſt 
luxuriouſneſſe have caſt away whole Lordſhips. Kingdomes at one throw, have 
drunk up thouſands at one draught : but theſe were toyes to Adams fact. His 
bloudineſſe was horrid, who wiſh'd all Rome one head, tMt fo he might dilpatch 
it at one blow ; But Adam paſſeth, who at onetime and blow, beheaded a/ man- 
kind, and flew at once all the ſoules and bodies that ever did, or ever ſhall de- 
ſcend of him. 

Objeft, But you'l ſay, What's this to us ? 

Sol. we are Adam. The linin ſpeech, is if /man may ſo ſpeak, ſpeciticall, 
And 'tis but an idle queſtion amongſt ſome wanton School-men, ho ſinned moſt, 
Adam or Eve ; and whether if Eve onely had finned, we had been guilty and 
obnoxious, The whole kind, (faith good Anſtin ) is obnoxious, and 1n this ac- 
count Adamis Eve, and Eve is Adam, and every man is both. I mean it thus: 
That they muſt not here be per/oxally conſidered, but as parts and repreſentatives 
of mankind. God contracted with mankind, and mankind with God. Man- 
kind made ; mankind brake the Covenant, There's no precedency of ſexes and 
perſons in it, only in the manner and order of conveyance there is ſome. And ſo 
we fall upon the ſecond thing inthis fin, viz. Habitzall corruption, which fol- 
lowes upon this unhappy aR, and this is a Gulf fadomleſle, the dimenſions 
whereof none can take but God, who is the juſt meaſure of himſelf, and of all 
things elſe. Men: can take the altitude and laticude of vaſteſt bodies ; butthe 
way of this (in, is like the Eagles in the aire, the ſbips in the Sea, its height is a- 
bove all heights ; its depth, breadth, and length beyond all our comprehenſion. 


Tos ſhall be like God, ſaith Satan ; there is the /nare, there is the deſign. Like him ? | 
nor 


Secondly, for the 0bje#, it is the breach of the whole Law, whether ingraven |. 
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finned againſt him, Mic. 7. 9. 


} world it were to do again, 


X 


_ 


is, whilſt he is bur naturall. Bat this was but a G#//. Whats the eyent 2 man 
is like not God but Satin, he is alMeſh, all brutiſh, nay, devi/iſh, ſaith the Apo- | 


devill towards God, and hates him infimitely. The difference between- the de- 
villand him, lies onely in degrees and capacities ; elſe there is nothing in us,.in a 


would like, if God did not bound us, andtye us up, Men havelaboured,and 


it, where it ends, what a man would be, or what he would think, ſay, ordo, or 
wiſh if he were left ro himſelf : we find enough for our humbling upon record, 
, and in the beſt Saints. A man would have been bound for Davids good behavi- 
or, but Jeremiah hath told us, that The heart of man t deſperately wicked. Itis} 
not indeed beyond #xcreared mercy, and infinire power and wiſdome : but is} 
beyond all _—_ elſe, Truths and virtues have their limits, may be defined, 
diſcerned, confined ; whether an angell can fay, how farre originall fin may be} 
extended in particulars,is more then ] cantell, This I can tell, that we have cauſe 
to be humbled for this fin whileſt we breath. 
Dneſt. But wherein ſtands this work of humiliation ? 


both by Law, and Goſpell, of theſe things. | 
Firſt, that thy fin and corruption is #»/peakable, (as elſewhere I have ſhewed 


by at once thou haſt made an hand of all grace, and haſt given lite to all 
ſinne. 

Secondly, that this was Thine ow fin, as hereafter I muſt ſpeak. Thoumuſt 
own it, and acknowledge an hand in all fin, as to the ſeeds of them ; and in 
all miſeries , as to the deſert of them. 

Secondly, to ConviRtion adde Contrition : be aſhamed of thy ſelf, tremble, 
bluſh, mourn, and as James phraſeth it, be miſerable. We grieve, and affli& 
our ſelves for other meygunkindneſſes, and unreaſonable behaviours: bleed under 
thine own fins and follies, and underſtand that none have done thee ſo much 
wrong, prejudice and diſgrace, as thou haſt done thy ſelf, whil'ſt thou haſt chus 
ungraciouſly riſen againſt thy God, | 

Thirdly,ro Contrition adde 37 oat Clear God,clear his Law, clear all the 
Jury, that hath been empannelled againſt thee. Yea, clear both mea and de- 
vils in compariſon of thy ſelf. Say, I am The devil ro my ſelf, mine is the fin, 
and the ſhame. 

Fourthly, to all the reſt adde S»bmiſſiov. Accept of the chaſtiſement of 
God, Lev. 26. Yeeld to his rebukes outwardly, to the laſhes of conſciencein- 
| wardly : tell conſcience that he doth bur his office ; fit down by its checks, by the 
reproaches of enemies, by the reproofes of friends, and preachers, by all thy 
lofles and croſſes, Say, All is juſt, allis little. If the Lord throw me into hell 
it's juſt, if he ſpare me *tis grace: 7 will beaxe the wrath of the Lord, becauſe 1 have 


Since we have made a fooliſh bargain, and changed for the worſe, what ſhall 


may - | wedo next? is there no way to undo this bargain? That's the firſt queſtion uſu-|. 


ally in ſuch caſes : and bleſſed be our God we may as yer go back. 
Objeft. Oh ! That Idoubt is too good to be true. I had rather then all the 


Sol. That indeed is impoſſible, it is too late to call back yeſterday : but not 


P, 


not in natwre, but in fare and condition . Abſolute, Independent : bis wall Fl he: 4 
his judgement a rule : and this poyſon is in him ſtill; every man hath a heact,gf | - 
{ a God in him, and is 'his own God, whil*ſt he is in this eſtate, and at chis paſſe hef | 


| file, he is a devi//in and to himſelf ; a devill to his brother, with that villain in} 
| Bodin, he would kill both ſoul and body, and ſend all the world to helt. He is a} 


morall ſenſe, but what the devill likes , nothing in the devill but what wedv or þ* © | 


chat to good purpoſe, to ſet forth the particulars of this fin, but ſhall I tell youz}- 
man is ſo bred in it, and maimed by it, that he cannot well tell what to make of }' 


Sol. I will tell you in few. Firſt, in Convitiov., Labour to be conviaced, | 


more largely) againſt all right and reaſon, all light and inſtruction ; where- | 


Humilration wherein it tandeth. -.: HER 


£00 late toimprove our loſſes, and to ſalve all. 


< It. \ _ 


| | Son, who hath his heart-and ear, he muſt ſpeak for thee ; 1 mean, Chriſt, 
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Oueſt. Why, what-muft 1 "TY %g r 


his former folly, Do thou the ſame, do as the wife doth, who hath wilfull 
caſt away her ſelf, and loſt her friends for anunthrift, that uſeth her like a bealt, 
ſhe could bite off her very fingers if that would untie the knot : mean while,ſhe 
with all the veines in her heart, ſo do thou, Thou haſt undone thy ſelf, 
, thy childe: matcht thy ſelf roa devill, without thy Fathers conſenc, 
h& wil uſe thee worſe then a drudge, then a dogge : mourn for this. 
'Secondly, make to thy father as the childe doth when hee knowes not what 
to do. Truthit is, thou haſt #»chi/ded thy ſelf, but thou haſt not »nfarhered 
him, = hath the Bowels of a father ſtill, and may help thee, with honour 
enough. 

Or children may do an at, which we neither can or may reverſe or repair, 
not ſo Gods children: he may lawfully diſſolve our covenants, which wee 
have no authority to make without his conſent: hee may lawfully forbid the 
banes ; and ſue out our divorce betwixt us and Satan, annull that contra, 

Objeft. But will he? | 

Sol. Trell thee a father will do much in ſuch a caſe. for a penitent childe, eſpe- 
cially when he finds fraud and malice borh, in the cheater. Therefore cry with 
David , Lord ſeek thy loft ſheep ;Lord diſſolve my Covenants with death : mind 


Sol, 1.Make thy ſelf ſenſible whexce thou art fallen;-and fare as the man doth, | 
| who bath undone himſelf, and beggard hisby fooliſh bargaines : he lookes-up- 
Jon his wife, and then ſighs, lookes upon his boy,and ſhakes his head, looks upon! 
{ his Girle; the water ſtands in his eyes ; in ſhort, he is ready to tear himſelf for ! 


tl 


Objef. 


him of a former covenant and precontraR, as the Church doth ; Lord, we are 
thine, other Lords have no portion in us, no right over ws. 

Thirdly, and above all, Fly to Chriſt, and fo ro God through him. Saints 
and Angels are but of the Preſence chamber. The great Favoxrite, the Kings 


whoſe errand it wasto diſſolve the works of Satan, and all conrafts with him, 


to bring in a New Covenant, tO ſave what was left. It is his place and office, hce 
is the Goel, the »ext kinſman, he is the ſecond Adam, and came purpoſely to re- 
duce us to our primitive Image, ſtate and liberties: and he can do it, Row. 5. 
there is more grace and life in him, then there can be /ofſe and fin in Adam: 
Hold chat firmly : nay, hold three things, which I will ſpeak in as few words, 
and ſo end this point. 

Firſt, that none other can help thee. None elſe can make that ſtraight which is 
crooked, can ſpeak or work life, but this quickning Spirit. 

Secondly , He can help thee; he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt thoſe that 
come to him, 
Thirdly, He will help thee : he never yet put back any that came in truth 
to him ; he will never undergo that reproach in 1/rael, This i the man whoſe 
ſhove was pluckt off : he will never loſe ſuch an opportunity of evidencing his 
Srace nl power : for here is a work fit oxely for a God - namely, to make the 
world to go backward ; toundo that which was fo long fince done ; to enforce 
Satan to throw in thy bonds ; to tranſlate thee from a ſtate of death and bon- 
dage, to a ſtate of life and advantage: reſt upon him, who was made for this 
work, and will ſettle thee, (if thou wilt beleeve him, and be ruled by him) in 
a better ſtate and tenure, then ever thou hadſt in Adaw; or couldſt have, ifan 
Angel were thy Father, or bound for thee. Chriſt alone is all-ſufficient; there is 


| Rom. F. 20. 


not a ſecond Adam beſides him, neicher needs there : If he che Son make thee 
free, thou art free indeed; If he the Son become thy ſurety, The firſt Adam, 
was not more able to deſtroy thee, then he is to reſtore and ſecare. There ſtay 
thy ſelf. And there's an end of this point. 

l s : : C S RC 7.11. 
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SECTION 11], 
Mans fin was caufed by himſelf. 
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EccLiss. 7. ult, 
C. But T HEY have ſought out, Cc. } 


Ou hear how gw man is altered, We proceed to the cauſe of this his 
change. Who is in fault ? not God ; he made man »pright : But man himſelf, 
T hey have ſought out, &c. The point is open. | 

That mans ſon is from mans ſelf. Man is the cauſe of his own naughtineſle ; 
the Author of his own fin and undoing, although not df every particular in it, 
. | Salomon is poſitive, and makes a juſt diſtribution : Mans ſin is either from God, 
or from himſelf ; not from the former, God : Therefore from the latter, him- 
ſelf ; nay, himſelf is a free cauſe of his own change: ic is an aRt of his own 
choyce. Whoſe? Mans, and thatat large : not this, or that man, but way, all 
men ſought out (in, all fin, alt inventions and wayes of ſinning. Summe up 
all, and the reſult will be, that all the ſms of man iſſue from mans ſelf. This 
will appear, if you conſider him in his threefold eſtate, 

Firſt, look upon him at Firſt. God put go 5// principle into him ; no creature 
had any comp«lſrve power over him ; he had a er*e (though not Independent) 
Soveraignty over his own ations. He mought have ſtood, but hechoſe other- 
wiſe. No man can ſpeak it more plainly then Salomon doth ; which ſhall fave 
us the labour of further proof, though further teſtimony of God, and con- 
ſcience might be added, atteſting this truth. | 
_— MR look upon man in h# fiefull eftate, And ſo fin lowes from him 
V. Prov.19, 3- | a5 naturally as waters from a fountain, Fer, 6.7. as ſparkles from a furnace, 
Gen. 8. 


; _ within, out of the heart of wen proceed evill thoughts , Mark 7. 21, And 
theſe evill thoughts bedded there, beget aaxlteries , fornication, murders, &c. 
what not ? he isa ſink, a very Sepulchre, an open Sepulchre, and what can you 
expe thence but ſtenches? Row. 3. 13. 
| Thirdly , 5» his repaired eſtate ; Man hath ſtill a body of fin, Row. 7. confi- 
ſting of many rotten members, Col. 3. From within he ſends forth evill, ſo ſaith 
James more then once, cap. 1. 14+ cap. 4+ 1. SO that as fin is 1» him, ſo ſtill, 
you ſee, fin is refolved /»to him ; it iſſues from principles of his own; from his 
own darkned mind, defiled conſcience, poyſoned heart, and erroneous imagina-| . 
c10n, 

And as Divinity doth find him guilty, and a Felo d& /e; ſo doth Reaſon too. | 
For every free Agent # Lord of his own aftiens, and did he not work freely , he 
were not a voluntary workman. As hag be in nature, ſoin operation. . Did 
not man work free/y, there were no place for choyce and option. Natural! agents 
are determined to One, as a ſtone deſcends onely : But Yoluntary, ſuch as man 
is, have a freedome of choyce. 

Were not man maſter of his own aRions he were not capable of a law. Tis 
abſurd to lay lawes upon things which work, by inftintt ; To reſtrain or com- 
mand by law fire to heat, or nor, is abſurd, Nay , more ; He would be yzcapab!e | 
of good or bad ; as a ſtone is ; and conſequently nncapable of reward or puniſhment, 
nay, uncapable of Chrift, and an Holy Ghoft ; which dwels not in ſtocks. In | 
ſhort ;Deny this, and you muſt deny man to be capable of law, Sbdeliber ation | 
of fn, of puniſhment, A thouſand ſuch abſurdities would follow, if man ſhould 
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_ L. ObjeFtions to the contrary anſwered. "oy 
aot be the aRor of morall things, yet objeRions are raiſed againſt all that is ſaid. | - 
Firſt againſt Salomons diſtribazon, Datsy tertiam; videlicet, the Devill. ObjeR, 
Though thie devill be a phyſical and working agent in his own ſphear : yet to I. 
man he can be no immediate phyſica!l agent, but onely morall : He works not Sol, 
immediately upon the ne endcn nor ſq as God doth ; but upon the paſ5i- 


ons of the body, and images of the phantaſie :. Ajl that he can do is, to per- 
ſwade, incite, ſuggeſt, He cannot, without man, have any Real influence, un- 
leſſe man con cur,not onely paſrive/y but a#ively too, True, he can bring poy- 
ſon, as a theef ſtollen goods, and leave it with you, if you will receive it : be 
cannot force you to take it : for none hath any —_— over man but God 
and himſelf. The devill. may cowork immediately and phyſically by them edia- 
tions of our paſſions and dh : but notſo, asto excuſe, or exempt us, 
Therefore Sa/omox: diſtribution is ſufficient. YET” 

It is further objected againſt the threefold eſtate of man, Againſt the firſt 
thus. | 
I. Jtis inconceiveable how man ſhould in of himſelf; Either God left him _— 
ſo, as that he was neceſsitated to the fall ; and then:God & involved, man cleared: ; 
Orelſe which way ſhould fin come in ? The devill could not compe/! him, you 
fay ; neither had he any evil matter in himſelf : he could not defice his own un- 
happineſſe, and undoing, nor his own error &c. | 

God did not fo ns, bur that it weas po/75ble for him to ſtand: God gave Sol. 
{him power and intruſted him with it. but God was not boxxd to at that power I, 

for him ; That privilege we have now inthe ſecond Adam ; where God works 
both the will and deed. "rel 

Secondly, Satan though he could not compe/, yet might he farther mans ſin 2. 
and guilt by repreſenting objects. 

Thirdly, for himſelf, though he had nothing attwally ill in bim, yet was he 3+ 
wtable, nnite ; and therefore muſt view things ſucceſſively : he mought ſuſpend 
his ations, as we ſaid b. fore. The firſt ſinne imaginable is Independence upon 
God and ceſſation from goodneſſe ; which was then in his power. . 

_ But the Serpent begi/ed them ſo, that our firſt parents ſinned igno- | Obje@, 
rantly. 

Sol. He begniled their expe tations more then their judgement : there was er- 
ror in their Going beguiled, as in every (in : but that error was a con/equent or 
adjuntt, not the cauſe of the lin ; Alind eft peccare ignoranter; & ex ignorantia. 
But the filencing anſwer muſt be, That Adam then ſaw his guilt , better then we 
can now. And the laſt day will clear it, Row. 2. Till then we muſt ſay as Salo | Rom.:, x, 
won here, and ſtopthe mouth of iniquity with this ; God made man upright, but 
they have &c. 

For the ſecond eſtate it is objeRed. Man is not now to be charged with fin, | OhjeF, 2, 
for firſt, he is he/d to do Satans will, 2 Tim. 2. From mans 

Sol. True, but willingly : he ſings in that cage. ſecond cſtare, 

Objef. That dyſcrafie now in him is penall , and he is paſ{ve init. 0 ar _ 3s 

Sol. Not ſo oxely, it is not meerly pehall , but virions and voluntary : and earl 
he is ative: fin is bis food, his fleep, his life, as Sa/omon ſpeaks. Pro _ : 

Objeft, He cannot but ſin, Rem. 8.7. and Peter ſpeaks of ſuch, who canner but | g, , 16, IG 
fin, 2 Pet. 2.14. Obje&, 
Sol. This neceſſity comes not from any o#tward cauſe, but from an in ward| R-m. 8.5, 
principle : 'tis voluntary, *tis not impoſed, but contracted. 2 Pct-2.14 * 
Againſt the third eſtate it is objeed ; That a /anFtified man cannot fin, 1 John Sol. 
3-9. He that born of vr not. Objet. 3. 

Sol, That is not ſimply ſaid : forthe fame Apoſile aſſures us, cap. 1.v.8. 1f god 
we ſay we have no fin, we deceive our ſelves, &c. Theie is both atuall and be Jod.3. 9 
bituab ſin all men : butthe words are to be reſtrained to matter and 'mwenner| 57 
of ſinding ; he cannot ſin ſome fins : To death, in that degree, And he cannot + Joh, 1.8, 


ſin with the whole man. There isa ſeed and a principle in him that reſiſts, he 
| C2 cannot | 
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Charge thy ſin on thy ſelf, not on others. Sz c. 111. 


cannot fin, that is, live ina #rade of ſin, as one inſlaved to it, 

O0bjeft. But Pawl ſaith Row. 7.Not I, bur ſin &c. | 

Sol. Paxl ſpeaks not de prixcipio 2ued but 2no : not of the Perſon but 
Prixcsple. 

Secondly it is not he, becauſe the fin doth not Redwndare in perſonamn, itt 
gage that, God not imputing it : elſe he denyes not fin to be #» h m, and fin 
to flow from that body of ſin in him ; onely it is not his in regatd” of his affe- 
ion, and Gods interpretation. The point then ſtands good ; Man is the Author 
of his own fin. 

Be informed, that is, get a judgement rightly ſanified, and informed touch- 
ing this truth ; man unſanctified, is all ſelf: ſin admits of no ſearch or reflexior : 
the proper cf ofit, is either ſenſleſneſs; hypocriſie, or impudency : The ſin- 
ner yeelds not the fat, till found upon him, yea even then he will not yeeld 
himſelf (with Sax) to be in fault, he looks to earth, to hell, to heaven, and 
will charge a// ſooner then himſelf. 


others, they would anger a Saint, make ſtones fall out, fleſh and blood cannot 
bear it ; as times and men be, none can do otherwiſe. Thus ſin pleads : but what 
faith truth 2 Prov. 25. 26. T he righteous before the wicked i a trombled ſpring : 
Though he be a ſpring, yet when troubled, it is from his ow» mud : #hemte are 
brawles, ſaith James, but from your own luſts ? Surely wickedneſſe proceeds from 
the wicked: The Saints of old lived in 4+ bad tiwes, and had as bad neighbours ; 
yet never brake out into owr paſrions : Chriſt, Pax, others were as badly en- 
tertained; yet never ſwore, raged, &c, =: 

Again, for naturall corruption. How do men ſhift it off ? Ir & long of Adam. 
What can they help it ? Thus hypocriſie ſpeaks : but what is thetruth > Adam s 
every man : the whole ſpecies mankind was in that pair ; and thei act ſpecificall : 
ſo Salomon here : They ſought &e, How can this be ? naturally they and we are 
one; legally we had one covenant, in the propagation there is a priority, in 
the contraction of corruption none, So then : other men muſt not own our 
faults : they may tempt, help forward ſin : but till we concur, we are but «6- 
jets, not [ubjetts. 

So ſay for Satan : As he is the great Accuſer, ſo moſt accuſed. 

The devill owed me a ſhame, and now he hath paid me. 


ſelf. Unleffe thou be tinder, he cannot ſtrike fire in thee: thy fin is not the 
leſle for his : therefore David though moved by Satan to number the people, 
rakes it upon himſelf. Rebellion is thy witchcraft ; in witchcraft there is a con- 
— ; int this contraR, the witch is not excuſed in conſenting ; though Sa- 
tan be ſubtle, and malicious in PR—_—_y ; ſo here, the truth is, if there were 
neither man on earth, nor devil} in hell, chou wouldſt be poyſonfull and naught 
now : Therefore know thy ſelf, Satan may hure himſelf by tempting, thee he can-. 
not, without thee. 

And if the devill maſt not own our faults, muſt-God > here mans fin is 
truly deviliſh, when it flyes upon God. 7 ans as God made me, and Ido my kind, it 
is my natnre, Tam ordained to it &c, O blaſphemy ! can any evill come out of 


| heaven ? darkneſfe from the Sunne ? death from life > God is neither morall, 


nor phyſicall caufe of the evill of fin : Not the former : heperſwades, com- 
mands, allows none: but contrarily diſſwades, forbids, diſclaims it. Not the lat- 


ter , he infuſeth none : things work as they be : a good tree cannot bring forth 
bad fruit. 


of Conn/Hl: of Creation : and Providence. 


—_—— 
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- Firſt, fora@s of Counſel. God decrees all, and that's i»fallibLy. 
= wark ES Sol. 


——_ 
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Firſt, for Earth ; that is neareſt hand. Chide men for defeAs; it is long of | 
wife, miniſter, the word is hard, &c. Charge them with aQuall fin, it is long of | 


| 
| 


Anſ. It is a in to belye the devill ; indeed he is ſtark naught in himſelf, and | 
1 towards all : but his fin, temptations, ſuggeſtions , cannot hurt thee withoxt rhy 


0bjett. Blaſphemy objedts. God is a phyſical! cauſe of ſin, as appears by his aQs| 


4, 
. 
s 


[Part I. Blaſphemy, to charge (in npon God. on ] 


Sol. What then ? firſt, decrees do not »eceſsitate : they have no violent 0- 
peration ; there is a decree upon things contingent, and moſt there. 
| Secondly, /nfallibiliry and Compnlſion are two things : There is an infallible 
decree paſſeth upon all we do : yet we doathoufand things freely. 
Thirdly, decrees do not over-bear or exclude the will : but conclude it. If we 
ſee it not, let us ſay, Iam blind, not God is bad, 
Ob. Yea, but I am as God made me. 
Anſw. No faith our text, God made man upright, & c- 


Objef, But be could bave prevented (in, 
Anſw. But he was not bound to it. Was it ſutable to our natures ? A Prince 


Anſt 
can bind ſubjeRs hand and foot, and keep them from rifing. Are theſe fit cords 
for reaſonable creatures? the Qyeſtion is not, whether God could have made 
man better , but whether he did make him bad : Sa/omon anſwereth, no. 
9b, Yea, but God preſents objetts, and occaſions of fin; yea he hardens the 
heart, and blindes the mind, gives up to luſts ; and in o#r doQtrine, ſmires ſin-with 


in, 
Anſw. True, and in Paxls doArine too : we fear not to ſay, what God re- 


orts of himſelf. But how doth God all this ? not by parting in badneſſe, but 


Sunne : God is ſo far from bearing all mans blame, that he hath no finger in 
it ; Indeed omne malum eſt in bono ; there is a mixture ; and what good is, is 
Gods : what bad, ours. And what ever malice may fay touching our Atheiſme, 
making God worſe then the Devill ; I know that we mean as well in this as any, 
and ſpeak as modeſtly, as any that quarrell us, rouching this point. God then 
is no phyſicall cauſe of fin: he muſt therefore be either a morall cauſe or none : 
bur that he is nor. 

0b. He commanded the prophet, to be ſmitten : Abraham to ſacrifice T/aac, 

Sol. Hence it appears that God cannot ſin becauſe the formale of ſin ceaſerth 
upon his command : The prophet owed him his bloud ; 1/aac his life : if he 
call for what he gave, it is no injuſtice, in Arminize his School. 

06. But theſe things were againſt the law of nature. 

Sol, Particular nature muſt yeeld to univerfall. Iris not againſt nature to cut 
off an hand, when the whole requireth it. 

Secondly, God i above all law : therefore it is no fault in him to command. 

Thirdly, Gods will, and ſupreme prerogative is above owr mature , and the 
leſſe law muſt yeeld to the greater, Suppoſe a Juſtice ſends a warrant for me, 
and at the ſame inſtant the King ſends a Purſeyant : It is nodiſobedienceto the 
inferiour magiſtrate, ro prefer the ſuperiour, &c. Let God then be juſtified, 
and every man a Ivar. *Tis an horrible ſm to father baſtards upon the in- 
nocent : *tis the higheſt blaſphemy to charge God with the leaſt ſin : and there- 
fore find out the right father. 

Next when we are once humbled for what is paſt, let us now look forward,and 
ſee what is to be done ; Surely if men will have fin prevented, and all well, they 
muſt begin» where the diſorder began, at Themſelves : ſtudy themſelves, and 
all is learned ; keep themſelves, and all is kept ; conquer themſelves, and all is 
won ; blame themſelves, and all is right, This concerns men in both eſtates : buc 
till God convince men of (in, there is no dealing with unregenerate men; all 
that we can ſay to them, is this, 

Firſt, that they will awake, ſaffer themſelves to be ſtartled by the Law and 
Goſpell, out of their dreames ; and to have its perfe& work upon them. Till 
when, they will not fall out with themſelves , or own their own luſts. 

Secondlyf that they will and wp from the dead, fave themſelves from 2 dead 
Generation ; beginning with chemſelves, as he ſaid, Lord deliver me from that 


wicked man, my ſelf. 
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y withholding goodneſſe undue, by leaving man to himſelf, who would beleft. | 
Darkneſſe follows upon the Sunnes abſence; but 'tis from Sublunaries, nor the | 
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Thirdly, that chey will ſuffer themſelves to be brought bed and all, to Chriſt, | 


to. 
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| Mar. 7:21, 


A 


| clidgheart, waſh the heart, the whole ſoul, (for poyſon is in every part) with 
Catholick medicines ; go to the fap,as Pſal. 51. David obſerves his naturall | 
Corruption as well as partic#lar diſtempers of murder, and uncleanneſle : } 


| ſtrength is from our darkneſſe. Outwardinfe&ion , muſt cloſe with inward 


| us. We might proſecute the: compariſon further, and call upon you to make 
| in Chriſt the Captain of the Lords Hoſts; fight with his weapons, fight in his 


to the'popl of Berhe/ds, till God ſhall enliven the means, and heale the ſpring, 
and ſo give life : this isall I can ſtay to ſpeak to theſe," 

But for others, we have more to ſay, Are pay amiſſe wich thee > Phyſitsan 
beale thy ſelf, and ſee thou be a true Phyſitian to thy ſelf. Begin where he doth. 
The Phyſitian runs to the ce/e of ſickneſle. Firſt, is it from an /nward cauſe or 
Outward: inthe non-xaturalia ? aire ? dyet? &c. Nextif Inward,isit Univer/all? 
or Locall? Again : is it fromthe head, or liver, or whence? is it a Plethora? or 
quite contrary , an Atrephia? And when he hath found the grounds, then he 
works. Firſt, Purgeth, and there begins with Catholicks, before Topicals ; 
then applies to the moſt affected parts ; after ſtrengthens nature, &c. ſo here. 
Sick we be: what is the cauſe > Outward ? as place, times, men, Satan? theſe 
indeed may forward the diſeaſe : but the core and root is within : from with- 
in, faith Chriſt, Mar. 7.21. True, Satan injeRs ? Nay, faith Chriſt, from with- 
in ; from mans heart and ſpirit, proceed evil/ thoughts &c. So then : have we any 
bad thoughts? have we unclean luſts? have we any riſingrevengefull, any in- 
jurious, any malicious crafty projeAs ? any envious, proud, fooliſh, idle, un- 
ſetled, nay, helliſh, blaſphemous thoughts ? Theſe, al theſe come ; from whom? 
not from one an, but men. So then, there being ſuch a plethora, and redun- 
dancy, and ſuperfjuity of naughtineſſe in the heart, here we muſt begin; purge 


This firſt done, then as any one part is more weakned, and affected, ſo accor- 
dingly applications muſt be made of Topicals. But firſt, the main frame and con- 
ſtitution muſt be amended before we meddle with Symptomaticals ; this the 
fiſt, For 'tis not the ſtrength of Outward: that {| poy les us, but owr own weak ne(ſ, e 
therefore the Saints begin here, 7ob indents with himſelf ; Agur prayes, that 
vanity, and lies may be removed from him, not from the things ; men bring 
the vanity tothe creatures, Roy. 8. and put lies upon them ; They tell none. 
The world hath no power, but from us: the corruption is in our luſts, as the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaks, 2 Pet, 1,4. We make them tempting,and Satan ſtrong ; whoſe 


corruption, before it candiſtemper us : Therefore purge well, and that done 
fortifie grace, as Chriſt ſaith, Hold poſſeſſion of your ſoules by patience,by grace. 
Thus David dcalt with himſelf, andkept in bis paſſions, and kept up his hope. 
Thus muſt we ſtrengthen the inward man, Eph. 3. Vicuall well before a 


ns, and armeur ready : The world hath ſtrong allurements and ſtratagems; 
ut they are laid in our luſts: ſtrong diſcouragements, perſecutions , and ſuch 
like ; but their ſtrength is from on7 baſneſſe. Why do you fear, (faith our Savi- 
our) Oh ye of /irtle faith? The fear is not from the greatneſſe of rhe danger, but 
from the ſmalneſſe of our faith. Were faith ſtrengthned, it would overcome the 
world, and be victorious. Think the ſame of the Prince of the world, Satan 
himſelf.  *Tis true ; he is mighty, but mighty through # : were we ſtrong in 
Chriſt, we were ſtronger then that ſtrong one. It cannot be denyed; but that 
the skirmiſh is for the time ſharp, nay, ſometimes there is a long ſiege, and we 
beleaguered : then we muſt do as ſouldiers do; repair breaches, ———_ all 
paſſages, and ſtand upon out guard, more then at other times. If within there 
be any combuſtible matter, away with it, out with it; if any falſe, or ſuſpected 
party, out with him; and that done victuall, fortifie , barracado , make our 
ſelves as impregnableas we can : for that is moſt certain, which before was hin- 
ted, viz, It is onr:-weakneſſe, not the exemies ſtrength and power, that ſpoyles 


ſure the gates, andoutworkes, to keep ſentinell : but the main of all is, Take 


What the regenerate ſhould do. Sz c, ll. 


Fight, as the ſouldier doth : We have alſo our warfare, and muſt get our wea- | 
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ſtrength, — him, and ingage hum in the. fight, and viRory is ever 
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. | didſt thy ſelf, and wouldſt not take thy fathers counſel! : yer God pityed thee. 
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Sec. [ll Admire God mercy, Which is yet ready to receive us. 


on his ſide. To ſpeak all in few ; ſee whence all our miſery came; namely, from 
our ſelves. Had we been true, hell it ſelf could not have ſcal'd us ; and there 
the cure muſt begin : Purge ſelf, fear ſelf, guard ſelf, fortifie ſelf, gage ſelf. For 
the truth is ; we are though not a/, yet the worſt tempters and devils to our 
ſelves. Ingage we our ſelves to Chriſt, and Chriſt to us, and there lies our ſafety: 
unleſle this be done, were we in Paradiſe with 44am, or in heaven with Satan, 
there were no more ſafety to us, then there was tothem. 

See here the infinite mercy of heaven towards us ; God in Chriſt is that hus- 
band that will receive a wi/fx// wife, Jer. 3. 1. That ſhepheard, who gathers 
the raing ſheep ; not onely, when ſhe is driven away, but r«»s away from him, 
Ezck. 34. That father, who when his prodigall runs from him, runs to meet 
him with a pardon. Loe! we gave up God in the plain field, preferr'd his ene- 
my , gave him more credit then God ; we choſe ſin, death, miſery ; ic was matter 
of choyce ; yea, our ſeeking ; yea, we could not ſatisfie our ſelves with yariety 
of wandrings. And when we had done God all the diſhonour we could, we 
ſhewed not the leaſt ſorrow : rather flew out more againſt him, and all his ; 
taking no courſe to do hini right. Inſhort ; we could do nothing, we would 
do nothing, for Gods glory,and our own ſoules, Now what did God the while 
for us ? he look'd after us, hepityed us, he took. our parts againſt the” engmy, 
he cenſured all that had any hand in our hurt, whether principall or aeceſſa- 
ry ;and bought ris again with dearePF: blond, and hath now given us a better 
eſtate, then ever we had, put us tntoa better Adam, ſet over us a better Guar- 
dian, given us better promiſes, better covenant, better ſecurity then before. 
Oh that we had hearts to fee the height and depth of this love, the freeneſle 
and fulnefſe of this ,gift ! how ſhall we do to love God enough 2? to prize 
Chriſt enough ? where beour capacities? our expreſſions ? All that you can 
do is this. 

Firſt, Give yourſelves to God, ſith you have nothing better. 

And ſecondly, Do ſomewhat for his friends, for Chriſts members, fince you 
can reach no higher : do not ſay, when they need thy help, They may thank 
themſelves ; They threw themſelves into wants , and could not tell when they 
were well ; let them for me drink as they have brewed. Oh ! Remember; that 
thou hadſt a better anſwer from God , follow his ſteps. Labour to humble 


Uſe J. 
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be admired, 
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them, and then ſhew them that mercy , which thy ſelf haſt received, Thou un- 


Oh : but theſe will never have done, they will be ever needy, ever craving, tis in 
vain to help, they cannot keep ought. Think the cafe thine own, prevent them 
as God hath thee : Give them by the week, lay it out thy ſelf, be thou their 
purſe-bearer, as Chriſt is thine. As for the reſt, who ſee their _—_ and arc 
now willing to work, to ſubmit, to amend ; let the fame bowels be in thee, 
which were in Chriſt, and foclear thine intereſt in him : And then, 
Laſtly, here is a word of comfort. Be it that my own folly, fin , pride, un- 
belief, hath caſt me into ſtraights : yet in that caſe, God helps Fooles, as David 
ſpeakes, P/al, 107. and therefore I will to him with Davia, and acknowledge 
my folly and brutiſhneſſe, and give unto him the glory of his Goodneſle. Sa/- 
vation 1s of him ; We have deſtroyed our ſelves, ſaith Hoſea ; but who ſaves « God 
in Chriſt; Death is ours, lifeis his : make him our A1/, and anſwer all with 
Him , mine is ſhame,and confuſion of face, but all righteouſneſle belongsto him; 
Own thine own, and let God have his own ; Thine own is fin and miſery, own 
that: And yet here own bar thine own ; nothing is ours, but what is from #s, or 
accepted by us ; Satan may lay his brats at our doores, but we need not open 
the doores for them ; he may i»je#, and caſt in fin: but if we reje& it, *tis his, 
not ours, Conſent may make anothers fin mine, diſſent may make mine, none 
—_— And = this _ ; There may _—_— _—— in mow js rb 
nguiſhi twixt 7nbred corruption , and foresx ſuggeſtions : but ordina- 


rily it is ſufficient to mark how iu 4s ined, rather then whence it ariſeth. 
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Luantum mu- 


tatus ab ills ! 


x Sam, 2.3, 


Milo Croton, 


| commanded , beleeyed all propounded , petformed duty without wearinefle, 


Comfort amidſt our great folly. SEC.T[V. 
Thou wilt ſay happily , that Satan makes a very rent foie of thy heart, and 
will not be hed out ; but be thou ſtill repairing the mounds, and call in 
Chriſt, to be thy ſurety ; and he that prevented thee with mercy' at the firſt 
unſought to, unthought of on thy part, will keep thee to the laſt, and crown 
his own graces, in his own time, with victory. Mean while never ſtick with 
Chriſt for any thing, to whom thou oweſt all , but fin and folly, which thou 
muſt call thine own onely. | | 
Conclude with a Caveat for humble walking with God continually. Sith the 
caſe is altered with us to our loſle, let us bear our ſelves accordingly : *tis hard 
to fall, and to bring down the heart to'the eſtate: a man of noble birth can 
hardly forget tys beginnings, and fit lower, but he muſt , he muſt cut his coat ac- 
cording to his cloth, and conform : ſo muſt we. It is with us as with Sam/o» : 
now (ſaid he) I'le ſhake my ſelf as in former times : but poor Samſon is not: 
now the man, his wings are clipt, his barr cut, his ſtrength loſt, till God repair 
him ; he muſt be now a captive, a bond(lave. Oh talk not pre/nmptuonſly, as he 
faid : leave that to others, to dream of their innate principles, of their ſemina 
and igniculi virturis, ofthe rectitude of their reaſon, virginity and freedome of 
their will, of their native good, of their hearts and meanings, of I know not what 
power, more then a your capacity of -_ : let us know the caſe is altered with 
us : not preſume as ſomegyho will not be od, but think ro do now as they could 
in youth ; but rather, with the Heathens Samſon, have a fear of our ſelves and 
fay, At hi lacerti jam mortwi ſunt , and keep a ſtraighter watch : ſay, I have not 
the underſtanding that once I had, Prov. 30. and therefore muſt beg eye-ſalve, | 
and be content with teaching : I have not the memory that I had, and there- 
fore muſt be content with line upon line : and my conſcience is not as it was, 
and therefore I muſt not build onely upon my ſelf: mine eyes be not as they 
were, Lmuſt ſet a guard ; my ſtrength as it was, I muſt not hazzard my ſelf 
to temptation, Once (*tis true) I could have gone along with God, done all 


reſiſted temptation , &c. And therefore as an aged weakened body concludes, 
I muſt not go asI did, nor fare as I did, nor look upon my ſelf as a young man, 
but be more ſober and watchfull then heretofore ; ſo here. I know now there 
dwels no good in me, neither can I do as] could have done: and therefore 
my rule and wiſdome1s ; Firſt}to humble and abaſe my ſelf before God, and to 
bewaile my loſſes. Secondly , to deny my ſelf, and fear my ſelf in all, Third- 
ly, to make out for a repair : hereis ſome difference , .An old decayed body 
can have no hope of a recovery here, his hope is in the reſurre&ion, but yer 
there's hope for us, this hope : Firſt, go to our Father, and deſire him to diſa- 
aull our covenants with death. Secondly, to our Advocate to plead our cauſe, 
nay our Surety , nay our God, who was ſentto repair us, to difſolye Satans 
workes, and by him we may be reſtored in bloud, renewed in part now, at 
preſent have a ſurer title and tenure then in Adam, and hereafter a more glori- 
ous eſtate then Adams was, and ſhall finde our unhappy fall to prove our 
higheſt preferment. 


Szcrt1ion IV. 
Mans undoing is from his non-dependence on God. 
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Ecctns. 7. ul. ; | 
But they have ſought out many mventions. 


VVE have ſeen the cax/e of mans fall, now more gy ; let us in- 
quire into the ſteps thereof. How came man thus to ingulfe himſelf > 
Firſt, he goes off from God; leaves his bold there, and betakes himſelf to him- 
| h | ſelf. 
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1Part 1. Mans undoing, is from his ndii-dependerice on God. =T 
—C————— — 
nitely. Theſe two Particulars compriſe the whole tory, and ſtate'of man fallen, | 
from - firſt eres = garage = — made of the words, 
He had /onght before, and now what e? 1 was caſtingup my reckoni 
faith Se/omen , but I finde the reckoning paſt my skill, Nandenaapbe Al 
— and there's no end of mans devices; he ti; fil bafily and vige-| 
rowſly (as the word in that, Conjugation imports) projets more. The Points 
might be many. 'We firft pirch upon this; | | | 
Mans wndoing i from his nou-dependence on God; trace him, and you will DoA. 4. 
finde that bis ruin firſt and laſt is from his Independence upon God, This firſt 
canſed ; ſecondly, continues; thirdly, . conſummates all his miſery, Salowoy im- non-depen- 


—Ww— 


plies all this. dence on 
Firſt, man of good is become bad ; what's the cauſe *he gave up God, and | God. 
[fellto his own wits. , I. 
Secondly, man is now deſperately wicked ; there is no ſounding of him ; 2. 
what's the reaſon ? he ſtill concinues agd inlargeth his eſtrangement fromGod. 
Thirdly, man is naw the yaineft of yanities: che very ſource and ſeat bothy of 3, 


all vexations, The reaſon. He keeps off from God , and beats- out himſelf, 
with his own inventions. So then view him either in the emr#ance of his un- 
happineſſe, or in-the progreſſe, Or inthe c/oſe of it. Alt is hence, thar he goes 
out from God, and ſtands outto the laſt. His earning from God bepan his miſe- 
ry, his nor r4fwHing ro God perperuares it. . No wonder, if it be mis caſe 
frow . it is the/condition of alf creatures, chey- all ſtand by amanutention, The. 
{| ſtrongeſt fall , if left ro themſelves ; as wee ſee not onely in Adam, bur inthe 
Devils themſelves. Nay, we find iTin mat now ſomewhat healed and regene- 
rated. Though he hatch an immortall .principle in him , and a better guard a- | 
bout him, then ever he had, yer ſtands he no longer; then he holds dependence 
upon God : ler him once ſtep out from him, and ftand High-lone ; down he 
comes, and falls as ſoon into a Guzrzel, as into another place, We fee it, in bleſ- 
ſed Abraham, David, fob : In al, attheirbeſt, and. in their beſt. We might be 
infinite in proofes, but we wavethem ith the thing is clear ro Reaſon : for, 

Firſt, what is God whom-man leaves, inthis caſe? heis all goodneſſe, all wiſ- | Reaſe 1. 
dome, ſtrength, holinefle, comfort, life ; not-onely in himſelf, but to the crea- | 
ture. The joy of our joy, P/a/. 43-4. the life of our life, * the firength of our |, Plal. 26 
ſtrength ; loſe him, and all is loſt; Take away the ſun, and where is light 2 the | "PIN 
fountaine , and where is the ſtream ? the root, and where's the tree > The head 
and heart, as it were, then what's any member > ObftruR his influence for a 
time, what's an Anpell? 

What is man ? he lives not in/himſelf; the procreant cauſe of his being is al- 2, 
ſo the conſervant, his. Eſſe & porroeſſe is from God ; his being, a meer depen- [| 
deney. Take him alone, and ke hath no bottome of his own; but look how | 
Chriſts humane nature had its ſubGiſtence from the Godhead, by perſonall uni- v4 
on : ſo hath man, by aſpirituall union and dependence, Co/. 1. 17. Join him | Col.1. 17. | 
with al: the creatures , and take in-them to his ſuccour, and they without God, 
are burſo many nothings and cyphers ; now put a thouſand ciphers together, | 
and adde nothing to nothing, what's the produR bur nothing ? They muſt all 
ſay, Strength is not in me, helpin me,” Unleſſe God hear the heavens, the hea- 
vens hear not us ; and there's the ſame reaſon of all the reſt. 

Nay, thirdly, we ſay more. When man is once off from God, power, juſtice, 3s 
all perfeQionin God ts not onely removed from ws, but is made againſt us; yea, 
all in onr ſelves is then againſt us ; wit, memory, ſtrength, or whatſoever may 
promiſe moſt ; yea; «#3» every creatare is againſt us, | 

Every thing becomes not onely vanity, but vexation : not wind alone, but the 4+ 
Eaſt wind ; a piercing, a wotnding reed, as well as a broken reed. 

Adde to this, that Satan by Gods juſt hand for this Apoſtaſie ſeiſeth, as it 
were upon all ſtrayes, and empty houſes, as it is in the Parable, If he can but 
i 


— 


ZiIC, 31,5, 


x Pet. 5. 10, 


Jonz.2.8. 
Y Ifa.50.vlt, 
- {Jer.z.r2.& '9. 


BE th. 


' day, a free-holder , and acknowledge no Supreme, at leaſt would mend his 


| Goſpels then one, more Articles then twelve, more Precepts then ten, more 


| vaile by our own ſtrength : In ſhort ; we would not be confived to his wiſdom 


Note the ſteps of mans downfall. Szc.1V. 


a while part Adam and Eve, hee makes fad work, but much more, when he 
can ſever God from man, becauſe man would be of himſelf, and not lean upon 


God. \ 
Firſt, ſee the Reps of mans downfall : he would needs be abſolute the firſt 


-tenure;and be free from all wardſhip, and homage, and ſo quickly outed himſelf 
of all. See ſecondly, our ſtrange folly, whom long experience hath not yet 
made wiſe. Oh how impatient are wee ſtill of any yoke !/no bird ſo weary 
of his cage, no ſlave ſo weary of his bondage: no ſooner bound Apprentices, 
but we muſt be made free, like the Prodigal, in the Parable, weary of his father, 
and muſt bee preſently at his own finding, till he had fooled himſelf out of all. 
We may ſee our ſelves in Iſrael;they could not abide within Gods mounds. They 
would nottruſttoan Upcerrain Moſes, or Vnſeen God :they would have one 
in ſight, in hand ; they would not go to God for every penny, and live from 
hood to mouth every meale, they would be at their own hnding and carving, 
have wells of their own. fleſh of their own, bread of their own , they would not 
depend upon Gods Provi/6on, of a Judge or Generall: they would have a King 
of their own. Juſt ſo it is with us in all paſſages of reliance and dependence. Men 
will not reſt in Gods, A#:hority and direftion. They will ſxperadae inventious of 
their own. They will have more words, then written words, Traditions, more 


Mediators ; more Gods then one.They wil not reſt in Gods truthand promiſes ; 
take his ſecurities and ſeales ; but adde more. They will notreſt in Gods #/i/dome 
for time and particulars. They are all for the bird in hand, all ſor ſenſe, nothing 
for faith. Thus they ſay in plain Engliſh, they will cruſt to themlſelves,not to 
God, So for the Providence, and point of protetion. They dare not-put them- 
ſelves upon God : he is not ſtrong enough, wiſe enough : they mult ſhift for 
themſelves, as ſometimes Abrabam and Daviddid. And in point of Proviſion 
and maintenance, they ſay as the childe doth : Mother let me have all, be ir 
meat, money, and what elſe you can name, in mine own hand, and in mine own 
keeping, Hence in Matter of fat , ſuch ſchambling ; men ſtrain wits, con- 
ſcience, all, to get all out of Gods hands into their own, Faith then no faith, 
If wit, if flattery, if back-biting, if lying , iF hell it ſelf will doit, they will have 
it, and ſay it was a good providence too, as Zac. 11. 5. Hence in matter of faith, 
God would be alone inthe throne, one God ; we upon that account, refuſe him, 
as the Senate did Chriſt, becauſe he would be All or None ;we muſt have; would 
you thinke it?) thouſands of Gods, as Iſrael ; in every City, at leaſt one ; God 
would be acknowledged the fountain of all grace, 1 Per. 5. 10. Men will divide. 
Natwre ſhall do ſomewhat : Freewil ſomewhat. Some hand, or voyce, they will 
bave in EleRion, Vocation, Juſtification, Santification , Salvation, They will 
be partners, As they can do nothing without God, ſo God little without them, 
God would have us own allto him, depend upon him for the firſt, ſecond, 
third, fourth, every grace ; yeeld him the author and finiſher, the Alpha and 
Omega of all. We truſt to our own proviſions, habits, gifts, and would pre- 


as oxely wiſe, to his care, his meanes, his houres, and times : but will ſhark,antici- 
pate, and either contribute,or control his proceedings,and call this our wiſdome, 
This the praQtiſe ; now conſider, | ; 

Firſt what a ſin iris, thus to depoſe God: for deny Providence and deny Al! : 
and thus to deify our ſelves. For to be independent, is to be God. This ts to be 
like Antichriſt, lawleſſe ; like Satan, a Belialiſt, that is, yoke-/eſs. 

Conſider next, what a folly it is : we commit two abſurdities at once, we for- 
ſake the fonntain, for a broken cifterne ; we forſake the beſt comforts, and as 
Jonah ſaith, Ourown mercies ; we leave Gods fire of diretion, protettion, and 


conſolation, and walk by a worſe light, . our own ſparks, as 1/aiah ipeaks , and | 


ſo atjlaſt /ye dows in ſorrow. *Tis a thing, both baſe Jer. 2. 12+ and birrer v.19. | 
A 


th. 


Part]. Repent, and let God be all again. 


acertain forrunner of all miſery and confuſion, - Alas | if we will be thus zloxe, 
we muſt bear our ew# ſorrows, care our own cares, lye under our own burdens, 
as Rebells muſt, when they withdraw allegiance, and ceaſe to be under prote- 
Aion. Whileſt we go along with God we live upon him, and lye under his pto- 
reRion : bur if we will be alone, God leaves us to our ſelves, or ſends us to our 
Idolls, as J=dges 10. 13, 14. Think not this a ſmall matter to go a whoring thus 
from God : *twill coſt a Saint dear; God will break his carnall confidences, 


—_——— 


gether, as once he didin Egypt ; ſeethis and be wile, 

Repent we of this our ſacrilege, reſtore Godto his Crown, give him the intire 
glory of his abſolute power, wiſdome, truth, all. Let him a/oxe be wiſe, inde- 
pendent, and himſelf, All the ſtrugling betwixt God and man, ever was about 
ahis point ; namely , which ſhould rule, and which obey ; which dire& , and 
which ſubmic. Now do him and thy ſelf right, give all to him, leave nothing to 
thy ſelf, but obedience, which is the portion of Inferiours. 

This is applicable to three ſorts of men. 

Tothoſe who went off with Adam, but are not yet come on ag4in. Let theſe 
underſtand themſelves : they ſtand guilty of an horrible treaſon will they recurn: 


ty,of all ; where they left God, they left all their happineſſe, and their way 
is back again, Their ruine came by deſerting God, and *tis continued whilſt a 
diſtance continues. Their work therefore is toreturn ; Firſt , for Gods ſake, 
who is their Lord and rightfull King, and whom they have infinitely offended. 
Were it bur a brother that had ought againſt them, they ſhould make to him, 
much moreto God, as Luke 15. Father I have ſinned againſt heaven &c. Se- 
condly, for their own ſakes; whiPſt they run from God, they run from their 
own mercies and comforts, into a miſerable maze ; there's no end of erring, the 
heart is reſtleſſe, They are ſure of nothing, but fear upon fear,till they come 
home co him. Being thus in huckſters hands, they ſtill be cheated and vexed, 
and at the laſt , as they bave lived without God, ſo they will dye without God, 
which is the height of miſery ; for to be without him, is co be worſe then 
nothing. 

Ob. Oh |! but we have God in his Ordinances, Word, Sacraments, &c. 

Sel.'Tis true, God offers him there : but we have him not till we accepe him. 

I, but we do that, we put all our truſt in God,and expeR all from him. 


ons? what the uſe of ill means? what ſuch adoring of Creatures ? fo high 
thoughts when they ſmile, ſo baſe, when they frown 2 ſo much fear when man, 
ſo little when God is offended? 'Tis certain ; a naturall man is his own God; 
he depends upon himſelf, his own wit , grace, friends, means, not upon God 
at all : and the Saints themſelves depend bur little; did they wholly reſt upon 
God, they would be glad to pleaſe, rhey would not ſleep, till reconciled, as 
Joſephs brethren ; They would be even and ſetled intheir way, That indeed 
is Repentance, namely, the change of your dependence, when you abhor all 
that is your own, and put all upon God, do all to hjm, from him, and his 
= : Here then is the firſt work, To give #p creatures ; ſay : My bow,my 

orſe, my money, nay, my prayers thall not fave me. Salvation is of the 
Lord, not from the creatures ; theſe you may uſe as ſervants, butnot as Loras ; 
amongſt them you may truſt ſome men, with a mora/truſt, bur it muſt not a- 
mount to a Divine, for fear of that curſe, Fer. 17, Iron heates not but from 
an heate put to it, the pen ſpeaks no comfort, unleſle ſome hand guide it, ſome 
head prompt it: ſo think of all creatures; they cannot ſo much as rhink of 
.| us, unleſſe God mind them, much lefſe pie) and help us, unleſſe God pive pity 

and help. Ke is the God of all comfort ; there we muſt haveir,or no where ; unite. 
to him, and cloſe with him, and then thou art reſtored. 

Oh ! but I doubt he will not receive me, 


That's 


* Jud. 10.13, 14* 


Jer. 2, ut, he will make ozr Gods, our own rods ; puniſh us and our Gods to- Jer. 2. ult. 


they are outlawed and left naked of proteQtion, of direRion, of. life, of ſafe- | 


| So we ſay, but if we do wholly depend, what means then ſo many inventi- | 


Jer. 17. 


#3 


Uſe 2. 
Repent, and let 
God bc all a- 
gain, 


Applyed to 
three ſoris of 
men. 


t Sort. 


Luk. 15. 


Objeft, 
Sol. 
Objet?, 
Sol. 
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2 Sort, 


Jam, 2.717. 


Hoſ,11, 7, 


Ho. 2.ult, 
Objett . 
Sol. 
1Sam-12, 

Jer. 4. 


3 Sort, 


"Three ſorts ofmen, not depending on God. SEc.1V.| 


That's anſwered , in the Parable, Luke v5, 
Oh | but Ihave ſtood out long, after Covenants, Sacraments &c. 
That's anſwered, Fer. 3. 1, 2. &c. | 
ObjeR no more : ſuſpend thy comfort no longer by adjourning repentance ; 
thou makeſt thy return hereby the harder ; every ſtep out of the way muſt be 
unſtepp'd again. 

To ſuch who are gone out from Godthe ſecond time.at leaſt in part, theſe 
reyolts prove moſt dangeroms and leaſt pardonable. Thou haſt bin once,as it were, 
burnt in the hand already ; fear the ſecond time : thou haſt tryed both eſtates, 
now tel|me, which is the better? the. ſnow of Lebanon , or dirty ditches? the 


— 


| not wie put them off from depending upon Gods direQions; nor pride, from ſub- 


+1 zckiab and others. In great diviſions, it is a hard thing not to trample and to 
| warp aſide, as we ſee in Peter. Gal.2, We are caſt upon Trying times, times of | 


waters of Siloah ;or troubleſome ſeas ? Tell me whether all the worlds injoy- 
ments be worth one hours communion with heaven : and when thou haſt made 
uſe of thine own experience , Jay down creatures ; above all, lay down thy /e/f: | 
For there \is notbing in us that-can help us ; in truth, nothing but what will 
hurt us, without God, We cannot ſo much as receive and enjoy comfort, ſo 
much as apprehendit, unleſſe God give an apprehenſion; therefore deny ſelf, 
and mortihe ſelf, Say, I took my ſelf for a God, but I am a devill: I thought 
my ſelf wiſe, but 1 am a foole ; I conceived my ſelf ſafe, when I had a little 
race in my own keeping ; but find that I can keep nothing ; therefore hence- 
orward I will deſpaire of my ſelf, know no man after the fleſh, have no confi- 
dence in fleſh, but bid adieu toall fleſhly hopes : and then plant thy ſelf upon 
God, there is no other bound or bottome ; Every gift, ſaith James 1. 17, Every 
giving of that gift ; The »ſe, continuance, apprehenſion, is all of him , he is 
that principle which communicates all. See noching but emptineſſe out of him, 
and ineſſ: in him : therefore cloſe with him by — by faith, by love: 
do nothing without him. truſt not thy ſelf m the leaſt: rakenotice what a trea- 
cherous nature thou haſt, how bent to backſliding, He/.11. 7, How far thou 
art ſunk intoit, and gone from thy ſelf; how ſweet God was once, and the 
creature now ; how humble thou once waſt, how diſdain full now ; how once 
troubled upon the leaſt eſtrangement, and how now thou canſt live without 
God, for a long time. And again take notice of thy ſpeed : what thy then 
happineſſe was, what thy now deadneſſe. And fo conclude with the Church, 
al. 2. I will return to my husband again, for then was it beſt with me, 

Oh ! but I am aſhamed and afraid. | 

Anſwer, be neither aſhamed or afraid of doing j«ſtice, of glorifying God, 
Think what Same! ſaid to revolring Ifrael, x Saw. 12. Think what God faith 
to backſliding Judah, Fer. 4. Think of Chriſts errand, who came to recover 
ſtraies, and ro fave what was loſt, Think of the Prodigalls entertainment,of our 
forgiving ſeventy times leven times in a day. Think of Gods praiſe with other 
backſliders, and beleeve the prophets, whoſe work it is to bring thee backto 
God, as the expreſſion is 2 Chron, 24, And which is alſo the main of our repen- | 
tance ; and that is uſually expreſſed by our returning to God, and it ſtands 
much what in the change of principles and dependence, as before was noted : 
Therefore here ſit down, make God thy All, and depend upon him for firſt, ſe- 
cond, third, every grace. 

So much to the ſecond ſort, now to the third ; and they are ſuch as ſtand 
intearmes of dependency, bur too looſely. I have two words to ſay to theſe. 

Firſt, letthem hold that dependency they have arrived at, as their life. Let 


with his promiſes ; nor 


mitting to his Soveraignty ; nor #nbelief , from cloſin 
Is, I confeſle, a very hard 


any change of times, from their conſtant adherence, * 


thing,co hold cloſe to God, in extremities ; when the affliftion and the triall is 
greg then to claſp about God is difficult, as David and Abraham witneſle : 
whit eaſter in much peace and proſperity,as we ſee in the ſame David, He- 


: 
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rx . 
” i (hy: 


þ k ix "= 
Y LY. 1 * 


PartL Depend on God cloſely and fly. 3s. | 
_— mmm nn 
Antichriſts rage : and then depending graces, as Faith, Patience, and the like>] SE 
are moſt ſeaſonable. Rev. 14-12. Our care therefore muſt be to put off all| rey,14.12. 
ſelf conceits, and hopes, and dependencies. We have in this caſe, but roo wwch 
wit, ſtrength, confidence of our own. But all our own muſt down : for ſomuch 
as there is of our owninus, ſo much there is of miſery and deceit. Therefore 
be nothing in thy ſelf, nothing in any creature, nothing in any Ordinance ab- 
ſtraRed from Chriſt : | hang the whole ſoul upon him ; beno wiſer then Chriſt, 
no holier, no tronger then Chriſt, - Make an entire reſignation, and let thy de- 
pendence be abſolute and univerſal for all grace, all counſell, all comfort.There 
15 no other bottome or ſubſittence, OT I I 
But when doth a man Depend upon God? or what is it to Depend upon} Queff, - 
Chriſt > el Oh | 

Firſt, to reſt upon his word throughout inthe precepts and promiſes. 

Secondly, to draw and derive all our ſtrength from him. | I 

Thirdly, to expe all in his way ; and that is, in a ſubordination to his means, | 2. 
and in a community with his Church :. for fo he canveyes himſelf ro each mem- 23 
ber. Cutthe branch from the tree, or,.the member from the body, there's n6 
life, no growth, Epheſ. 4. ; ws 

Fourthly, in all the menes, uſe them, but truſt him : rake up the care of du- | 
ty, leave to him the care of ſuccelle. | 

Secondly, let them ſtrain towards a further communion ; for the beſt of our 2, 
hearts hang too looſe from God as yet; We ate apt, with David, to look to 
the righe hand, and to the left, and to be catching at every ſprig. Welook up- 
onthe world, as if it were as full of Gods, as the Roman Senate was faid to be of 
Kings. We deifie every creature. Nay, the truth is, every man would be his 
own God, his own Chrilt, his own holy Ghoſt , andrather truſt himſelf, then | 
look out ro God. This wickedneſle muſt be reſiſted, and this muſt be our Rudy, | 
To remove the creature further from us, and to fay ill with David, 1t's good for |73' Plal, uit, 
me to draw near to God; and conclude, that ifit be beſt, ro come nearer to him, 
it's beſt alſo to keep our ſelves with him, to do nothing withour him : nay, if it 
were pollible, not to breathe without him, as /gnarizs ſomewhere. 

Laſtly, ſee for thankfulneſſe Gods unſpeakable mercy to us, and thatin many | U/e 3. 
reſpeQs. 

Firſt, in that he would not loſe us when we were looſe from him, as menuſe I, 
to do; let him go, fay they, when a man will not cruſt them. If he would have 
put himſelf upon me, I would have ſtuck to him, and provided for him, bur ſich 
he will be of himſelf, let him ſhift for himſelf. Thus men; but not ſo, God : 
though we would part with him as he will not loſe us ; bur ſeeks us out, and 
takes us off, from our own bottomes : and this, (were it but onely thus much) 
it were a great mercy, though it coſt us ſome trouble. When a bone is out of 
place, it is a favor roſer ir, though it cannot be done without pain. Though God 
ſtop our way with thornes , yetif thereby he brings us home to hi [f, the | 
mercy is great. And therefore look upon this as ſuch, when God, as a father, 
rakes home his bankrupts, takes all out of our hands, more then the duty of de- 
pendence, and will truſt us neither with ſoul, nor body, nor eſtate, nor any thing 
elſe. This is one mercy. 

But ſecondly, there is more in itthen ſo, God provides a new bottom; creates, 3 
as it were, a new Tenure. Commits us to Chriſt, and Chriſt commends us back 
again tothe Father, and both to the Holy Ghoſt ſealing us; and all make it their 
joint work to ſecure ſoul, body, eſtate, all, here and hereafter. This is glorious 
mercy, here's a bleſſed change, a ſecure eftate, God ingageth for thy ſelf, for 
thy ſeed, to all eternity : Intereſt thy ſelf in him, and there's an end of all} 
thy cares, feares , doubts, perplexities , P/a/.94-18, 19. 
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i SECTION V. 
Man looſe from God is reſtleſle in his wayes. 


k | Wan 6. 3. ult. 
. But they have ſought out C MANY INVENTION S.] 


| VA VG come now tothe laſt point,They have ſought ont many, &c. ] [in- 


[ ventions] ſay we : and the inventions are not few, which are diſcovered 
in the rendring of the words, * MINV7, Our own tranflation , be-| 


* Ratiacinias ſaith Fr. ing full enough,and ſucable ro the ſcope, we ſhallreſt in thar, and for | 


Dueſtiones infinitas, 


Caith che 3/ulg, 


Cogitationes Vanas. 


the matter, take notice of mans progreſs in evill, when once he is off 
from God ; he works himſelf our of all, he hath his devices, hee hath 


Patab. 
Computationes. Pagn. 
uationes. Mont an. 
z0nes a= 


many of them ; hee ſeeks, and ſeeks again, and yet againeven un- 
to infinitneſs, Whence we obſerve, | 
* That when a man is once Yooſe from Ged, and left to himſelf, he be- 


* Dot. 5. 


. Man once 


looſe from - 
God, reſtlefſe 
in his wayes. 


Grotins, de 


parts. 

P. _—_ mM 
Aug. de Cut. 
dei." 


{Jer- 2. 


tum, ſaith Lodo. de 
Dev. pore 
Aeytops TANG « 
. Sept. , 
Toavreayjoourny. 
S . 


tationes alienas # 
refto. ſaith Merc.&c, 


Fure belli &> 


| books of Scripture, in the Sacraments, in ſeverall confeſſions and models 


my comes reſt leſſe and endleſſe in his own wayes. It fares with him, as with 
the Sea man, or wayfaring man ; when once he hath loſt his rule and 
dire&ions, and is out of his own knowledge, he is, tasit were, in a miſt 
or maze, walks the round, now backward, now forward, now on this 
hand, now on thac, till in motion, and that ſwift ; but all tro no pur- 
poſe. It will notfoffend you, I hope, if I compare him to the Poor 
Spaniell , which hath loſt his/Maſter : he cries, and ſtands, he runs and 
ſtops, he ſmels and ſearcheth, now on this, now on that ſide the way ; but 
knowes not where he is, nor when to make end. It's much-what fo witch man, 
Trace him from the firſt co the'laſt, ſo ſoon as ever he went off from God, he 
began to rove into- a world of devices: and herein worſe then the ſpaniell,which | 
runsto find his maſter, but man runs from him, as we ſee Adam hides himſelf, | 
palliates and transferres his faulr, patcheth up a poor covering,and is as buſje,to | 
no/purpoſe, as his then parts and time would give. Pafle from him to Cain his 
ſon; ſo ſoon as he went out from God; hejbecame a Rover, and both him, 
ſelf, and. his children fell to 5»ventzons, ſome whereof God hath turned to 
mans good. After that, Ambition came in, arid then Oppreſſion , and what 
ever- elſe was naught, as a learned man diſcourſeth. And all along , as the| 
world was:peopled; ſo ſhops and forges were increaſed. In the end mans /elf | 
was multiplyed within himſelf, in one you had a thouſand. Gods were multi- 
plyed, for one there were thouſands. Re/igions and worſhips were multiplyed, 
for one Temple , they built many, as Ho/ca notes; for one Jehovah, Idols in- 
numerable in every City, in every furrow, inevery houſe, river, wood, place, ' 
Gods without number. | 
And for prafticals , it were infinite to- particularize ; Men were as.wicked, | 
as they could tell how to be,/as God complaines of his once people, ey. 2. 
j' Come down to the time of Chriſts Incarnation; how many religions were 


| Febeo in the world ? how many inventions in the Church, brought 1n- by Pha- 


ſees, Sadduces, Eſſenes, and I. know not whom ? ſince that, how mapy amongſt, 
Jewiſh Rabbines ? how many amongſt Heatheniſh Gentiles? till, ſtill, CQill,] 
men declined from the truzhs of God, they added of their own; ſee it in the 


of re- 
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ligion, 
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Part Il. Man once off from God, wanders irrecoverably , why, H 


| ligion, in worſhips, in Liturgies ; How did they, who would be thoughe the 
chiefeſt Church-men, beat their braines about »ew ceremenies and formes cr 
one Pope addes this, another that, and every one ſomething, ti!l the Church 
was ſurcharged. What ſhould we ſpeak of Hereſies,and uncouth opinions 2 how 
have the Catalogues ſwell'd in our hands? Epiphazins mentions ſome, Anftin 
more, and after him, more and more in every Age. Nay, the Apoſtle in his 
time, ſpeaks of endleſſe ſtrife: and diſputes, of many ſpirits, of different doArines, 
which ſince have ſwarm'd beyond all account. There is invention upon invention: 
inventions new. toconfirm the old : new Additions, and r2w Editions, and what 
not ? 

Now the Reaſons of theſe endleſſe Mazes and purſuits, are many. 

God is the Boundary of all things ; in him, .and no where elſe , the ſoul finds | Reaſ. 1. 
reſt. There's light enough in him to fill the underſtanding: Goodnee enough 
to fatisfie the ſoul: Authority ſufficient to command the conſcience and the 
whole man. : 

And, ſecondly, man hath no conſiftence of his own : that which is ſaid of fluid 2, 
things, That they cannot bound themſelves, is true of Man. 

Again , he is rco #»r»ly to be held in by any but God ; no mounds but Gods 3. 
mounds will hold them in, 

Adde to this, that he is now made xp of Ignorances, errors, luſts ; and though 4 
truths and virtues have their bounds, yet theſe have none. | 

Again, he is re/tleſſe, as the needle jogg'd aſide, till he faceth God : he finds Jo 
all imperfeR, that he deales in; and ſo muſt.piece and patch up things as he can. 
He is made up of B#ſie prixciples, and the more buſie becauſe now diſtempered, 
and as it were feveriſh, and hence he runs like a Clock out of order ; he 1s un- 
wearyed in his own way and inventions, and is ſtill adding, as in Ac. 6. 
wherewithall ſhall we come before God ? will rivers ? will thouſands ſerve the turn? 

Yet further, he is #»/ar:5fied in all that he can do,like the ſwift dromedary till 6, 
traverſing her wayes, fer. 2. 23. hurried up and down with guilt Cain-like, inthe 
Land of Nod. 

Beſides all this, when he is empty of God, Satan /eiſeth on him ; aRs him 7. 
beyond himſelf; fils him with a ſpirit of fury , of giddinefle, and all helliſh 
luſts, feares, objeions, ſcruples, and ſuch like traſh , which multiply like fo 
much vermine. 

For Information; To what a paſſe man'is now brought? he is blind, yet buſie Ag Uſe 1. 
like the Phrantick ; then wiſeſt, when he is worſt of all : he muſt now be no oy 
leſſe then a God : he is able ro make a God of his own, a worſhip of his| celeſnefe. 
own, a conſcience of his own, 'a Bible of his own; weary of nothing but of 
dependence and confinement, Never was bird wearier of- a Cage then he 
of Gods mounds ; then moſt impatient, when he is not left re himſelf. See 
itin all che paſſages of his life, | 

Firſt, 1» civill affaires; he muſt have no ſuperiour : A ſervantin one year | *- 19 civill at- 
grows weary of that yoke ; Marry he muſt, he muſt be of himſelf,elſe no bargain, faives. | 
The little apprentice before he hath worn out half his time, muſt buy his time, 
ſet up of himſelf: and thus it is, for the moſt part, with all inferiours , they 
are weary of all Government. like Iſrael of old.. God himſelf could not pleate 
them ; they muſt have another King. 

Secondly, in the /pirituall regiment ; where ſhaſl you find a man almoſt that | 2. Io ſpirimall, 
will ſubmit to any ſpirituall government 2? What ſhould I ſpeak of mens car- 
riage towards their Yaſtors in that relation? they wil not yeeld to God himſelf. | 
For the purpoſe. God would ſtand Alone, and be fole Commander, Saviour: 
Man would &are with him, God would be the Only Law-giver : Men would put 
in ſomewhat into his Liwes, God would be One/y worſhipped : Men will not fit|, 
down by this , but they will have ſome hand 1n all his diſpenſations. We ſee 
this every day both in Dy&rinals and Pratticals, , In the firſt ; How do men} 
ſweat to divide with God ? If he bring Grace, they'l bring wi#. If he offer a' s 
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 intrinſecallyevill ; but this thatI do, is or 6 5n me, ſin in this caſe. So in the 


What Parents ſhould do for their children. , SEC. V, 


match with his Son, they'll bring ſome portion, Whither tend all the points of 
Popery, Arminians, Socinians, Anabaptiſts, but to this, 7 rake * off ( 18 part at 
leaſt) from « dependency ? So in prafticals , whether work or wages be con(i- 
dered, God would have us live by faich, that emptying prace;we are all for /ex/e. 
He would have us be beholding ro Chriſt for all ; we will warm ovr ſelves with our 
own/parks. He would have us ſtand to his allowance and maintenance, we will 
ſhark, and ſhift for our ſelves, and fear that God will be to ſeek, if we did not 
help him out with our ſupplies. All this while, ſee what becomes of our wit, 
and how ill we provide for our ſelves. Firſt, we forſake the fountain, and our 
own mercies. Secondly, we imbrace Yue vanities. Thirdly , we throw our 
ſelves into a world of perplexities : and laſtly, pull upon our ſelves that curſe of 
curſes, to be left to our own counſels and inventions. 

Of Inſtruction, Is man thus endleſſe in his wandrings, whet he is once left 
to himſelf? Then firſt , pity your children. They go aſtray from the wombe , and 
the longer they go in their own wayes, the more work, and miſery do they 
create to themſelves. You may think perhaps that wedlock will tame them, 
time and experience will teach them : but that's your errour. The /oxger they 
live, the more inventive they will be, and ful of crotchers, Stop them betimes, 
and be as mercifull to their ſoules, as you beto their bodies. If a limb be crook- 
ed, you will ſeek to ſtraighten it, whilſt it is tender. If a bone be broken, you 
will notſay, Time will work it out : You'll rather fay ; Alas ! the childe will 
be a cripple all his dayes, if he be not timely look'd ro : Think the ſame 
for their ſoules; They are quite diſjoynted , and their faces look the wrong 
way, do your beſt to ſet them right : at leaſt bring them to Gods bone-ſetters, 
who may reſtore them. Gal. 6.1. 

Secondly, your ſelves ; and the greateſt mercy you can ſhew to your ſelves is, 
To go from your ſelves to God again. If a man will be ruled by his own rea- 
ſon, by his own conſcience, or rather fancy, he ſhall never have done ; he will 
work himſelf out of his own Geares, run himſelfquite off his own legges. There- 
fore ſay with David; 1 hate all vain inventions, They are all 'yajn, and 1 have 
choſen thy ſtatutes,O Lord, The way is plain, ſimple, even, if we would follow 
it, as God chalkes it out ; To us, oe the Apoſtle, in matters of faith) rhere 
| is but One God, one Lord, one Maſter, one Law-giver, one faith, Once given to 
the Saints, once for al delivered in cleareſt Scriptures : Here ſtick, upon theſe 
plain principles, and decline inferences too farre fetcht in point of praRiſe, the 
direQions are very clear. 7 write anto you, ſaith John, that you fin not ; we muſt 
= that reſolution in our hearts againſt all pzrpoſed ſins ; next, if we do fin 

ides purpoſe, make up the breach quickly. Xe have, faith he, an advocate 
with the Father. Go to him, follow his counſell , in recruiting our ſelves : give 
glory to God ina way of Confeſſion ; give right roman in a way of Satisfattion ; 
and then for the future, J1f yee know, faith he, that God « righteous, then know || 
t00, that every one that ' doth righteonſneſſe , and none other, i born of him, 
1 John 2. nit. Here's a plain way ; now make no bouts, nor ſtrain wit to find 
evaſions. In matters of DoArine ; ſtrive not to bring opinions te our luſts, and 
make the Word ſpeak what ſin would have it : make not Scriptures ſervants to 
our intereſts. So in matters of life and converſation ; hold to the rule, Sn nor, 
faith John. Spare inventions, 

True : ſinnot, unleſſe »ece ſity diſpenſeth but God will have mercy, not ſacri- 
fice ; Imuſt not ſterve my ſelf and my children, Sin not, true : if it be imply and 


caſe of repentance ; nothing more plain. Repexr, ſay the Prophets ; Repent, faith 
Chriſt; Repent, ſay the Apoſtles. I acknowledge it, but what ir to repent ? 
a man may 6e z00./eg all and (laviſh. I'll to Chriſt, and what needs more ? Say, I| 
have offended my neighbour, If Chriſt forgive me, he muſt forgivsme. 

No, faith Chriſt, you muſt, to your offended brother too, elſe approach nor 


! 


my Altar. Here ſtay, hear Chriſt, got wit ; that will have twenty Pleas, It was 
no 
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Part 1. Miſleading guides to be avoyded. | 
no wrong, It was but juſt, It is not againſt charity, Who can tel whether he be 
a Brother or no ? or, whether in diſcretion this be the beſt way., all circum- 
ſtances conſidered ? Soagain : We muſt be righteous as be is righteons ; We muſt 
do as we would be done by ; that's the Royall Law: yeeld to this rule, which ve- 
[ry Heathens have yeelded to; and caſt not a miſt before thine owneyes ; make 
not thy ſelf beleeve, that thou would'ſt be ſo uſed thy ſelf, onely becauſe thou 
would'ſt have a licenſe to abuſe another, | 

It were infinite to proſecute all particulars. Beleeve it ; there will be no end 
of wandrings,of fears, doubts, thoughts, till we come into God. If a man will 
beleeve himſelf and give way to his own guides and principles, he will never be 
quiet: therefore give a flat deniall ro them all ; by namie, 

Firſt, to /e/f-reaſonings. A man would run himſelf quite out of breath and 
become mad with reaſon, if he will exalt reaſon above God. 

{ Secondly, to wnmortified luſts, They will hurry a man into all precipices. 

Thirdly, to a ſcrupulows conſcience, which knowes no end or mean, till it hath 
wrought ont it ſelf, and wearyed the ſoul, as it befell a poor ſoul, whoſe name I 
conceale, who firſt made conſcience ( and that juſtly) of bleſſing food before re- 
ceived, and then yeelding to ſome ſcruples came to this. If I muſt bleſſe God 
for every meale, why not then for every ſecond courſe or diſh coming to the Ta- 
ble : and if ſo; why not then for every bit eaten, and every drop let down : and 
if I muſt do ſo in eaſe of meats and drinkes, why not in a{ ether things whatſo- 
ever, and thus that poor ſoul made life it ſelf a burden. 

Fourthly, to mans example or autbority, eſpecially when it is countenanced 
with ſeeming ſanity. If a man make man his guide and his rule where ſhall he 
{ty ? or which man ſhall he follow ? Rather follow true Guides : that is to ſay, 
Give up thy ſelf to Chriſt with true light, x Per. 2.25. next, make uſe of thy 
preſent light, whether of nature, or of Grace : and next , ſhut not our any light 
offered, but receive all thankfully and humbly. Yet further : hold to the 
fure Rule of Scriptures, and there, firſt to the Fundamentals , to plain places, to 
the literall ſenſe , where no incongruity will follow upon it : and for prin- 
ciples ; make neither more nor fewer then the Word makes ; onely be true to ſuch : 
| and for inferences and deduQions, though they cannot be {imply ejected, yet 
take heed they be not too farre ferch'd, or roo much ſtrained. 


"on 


Laſtly,if the cale be ſo with us,that the further we depart from God the worſe 
we be, and the more we divide like a river, when further from the fountain, or | 
like hayle ſhot, the further it goeth, the more it ſcattereth : Then blefſe we God | 
for calling us in, and giving a ſtop to theſe our wandrings. 

Herein hee ſeales up a world of love; for firſt, when would we ever come in 
again of our ſelves ? verily, as a rebell once gone out, is ſo farre from return- 
ing, unleſſe pardon and grace fetch him in, as that he runs further and further, 
ſtrengthens himſelf in his wickedneſle, ſtudies arguments to palliate his ſin, and 
to maintain his cauſe againſt his Soveraigr :-ſo it is here; when would Adam, 
either father or ſon, have returned , unleſſe God had laid hand on him ? when 
would the loſt groate or the loſt ſheep have found themſelves, if God had not 
firſt found them? men may talk of works preparatory, of, I know not what,con- 
—_ improvements of naturals, ind ſuch like wonders ; but till God put 

orth his creating power, and hold forth his Golden Scepter, a wolf will as ſoon 
turn ſheep; a Blackmore, faire ; a devill a Saint; as finfull Adam a convert, And 
therefore for this mercy, bleſſe God. 
Yetthis is notall, What a mercy is this that God takes us off from our min- 
ting and coyning new, that is, falſe money every day ? our forge is ever going, 
and going the wrong way. We do not ſtudy to finde out new truths, new 
duries for practiſe, nornew faults, hypocrifies, backſlidings, errours for hwmilia- 
tion ; but new opinions, forms, queſtions, wayes tending to ſtrife and contention, 


Uſe 3. 
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to profaneneſle, and tooſneſle, ſo that Africa it ſelf did not more abound with 


monſters, then we naturally do. 
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Bleſſe God who gives a ſtop to our wandrings, Suc.V, 


Now herein Gods goodneſle is to be admired, that whil'ſt we are hatching one 
unhappy brood or other, he is contriving our return and ſafety, and in his time 
takes us off by degrees from theſe principles of ours, wit , fancy, deluded con- 
ſcience, luſt, ſenſe, and the like; which are ſufficient to trouble our ſelves and all 
the world. Th ,* 

And inthe third place, What a mercy is this that he meets with this our wilde- 
nefle and mounds us in > how many banks, and railes hath he ſer about us? 
Magiſtrates, and heires of reſtraint, (as they are tearmed ) in the State. Paſtours 
and Teachers in the Church. Parents and Maſters in the family. Brethren and 
helpers in a community, And above all, ſetled us upon two never fayling 
foundations, Do&rinall, the Word truly tranflated, and ſoundly expounded ro 
us; and Perſonall, the Lord Chriſt, > is made our Guardian , our Guide, 
our Prophet, our ſurety; who is ſo faithfull, that he will never faile us; fo full, 
that in him our ſoules ſhall find eaſe and reſt, and be ſecured from ſtarting, if we 
will put our ſelves under his yoke, Mar. 11. 

. And now weare fallen upon the next eſtate of man, viz. his Reſta#ration in 
the ſecond Adam : and of this we ſhall ſay more , if God ſhall pleaſe to give 
health 'and opportunity, In the mean, we ſhall (if God inable ) ſpeak ſome- 
thing in the generall, leaving the particulars touching Chriſts perſon, natures, 
offices to ſome other time, as we ſhall ſee cauſe and finde leaſure. 


An end of this Text in Eccle. 7. ult. 
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Sncrion VI, 
Saints by Chriſt are in a very happy eſtate. 
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Row. VIII. I. | 


There # therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus , Ec. 


E have look'd upon man in a doubleeſtate : we have ſeen what he was 
in Gods hand, what in his own. Now we are to enquire what he is in 
Chriſts.. Theſe words will give us a generall hint thereof. Where Three things 
muſt be done, ( if we do well. Firſt, the order ; Secondly, the meaning ; Third- 
ly, the uſe of the words muſt be found out. For the firſt, they come in by way 
of Inference, that's confeſs'd. But whence they are inferr'd, is the queſtion. 
Bellarmine , 1 remember , knits them to the 7* Chapter, eſpecially to thoſe 
words, | Not 1, bat fin, &c.] And his conceit is this. There the Apoſtle had 
proved luſt, i. e, —_— and dregges of Originall ſin, tobe no (in, and here he 
concludes, Therefore there is no mafter of condemnation in Saints. But this 
cannot ſtand. For, fir, the conclufion is too wide for the premiſes, if they 
were true ; lince other fins may damne, though Originall ſin did not. Secondly, 
the Premiſes and ground are not true, Paul doth not ſay , That copcupiſcence 
and the reliques of originall corruption are no fins ; he faith the contrary, over]* 
and over in that Chapter, in ſo much as Arminius cannot beleeve, that what he 
faith, can agree with a ſanRified eſtate. As for that verſe, { nor 7, &c- ] the 


Apoſtle 
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[ them. 


| upon earth, I am ſure they are not aQually condemned in hell, 
Anſwer, the Saints, ( notwithſtanding this-Jeer, ) find it work enough to | 


Part 1. "© The Text cleared, 


Apoſtle doth not diſpute ; whether there be fin or no in him, that heyeeldeth, 
but from what principle that fin comes ; from a principle of fleſh, not of grace, 
Let's ſet by this then. Ames knits theſe words to the fifth Chapter. Others to 
the ſeventh. Others, beſt of all, as Iconceive, to the whole diſceurſe foregoing. 
The Apoſtle having proved our Juſtification by grace, or faith, or Chriſt, which 
upon the matter come all to one, and taken off ſome obje&ions, and abſurdities 
inthe 6* and 7 Chapters, which-might at firſt ſight ſeem thence.to flow,- he 
now like a good Artiſt ſums up and infers the main concluſion ;as if he had faid. 
Now then {ince *tis cleared that Chriſt is a root as well as Adam, and as full of 
life as he:was of death, and puts forth this life effectually to free us from all man- 
ner of deaths; it hence followes, Therefore there is no condemnation to them ithat 
be in Chriſt. This the order andcohazrence. | 
Now for the words ; what's meant, in the firſt place, by Condemnation ? 
Here we divide again. The Popiſh ſenſe is this, There is no matter condemnable, 
nothing worthy condemnation in Saints, This ſenſe we cannot receive, for 
then it will follow chat there is nothing worthy abſolution and pardon in them: 
Then were they free from all fin, for ſin, as lin, is deadly,. c. 6. at leaff free 
from all mortall ſin, which the ſtate and ſtory of David, Salomon, Peter, and 
thouſands more do ſufficiently confute, . This therefore muſt not be it, Whar 
then 2 The word imports a condemnatory ſentence, as Mark 10. 33. and elſe- 
where. There is none ſuch abides the Saints, the law is diſcharged, and dif- 
armed of its condemning power, as to Saints, they are removed from under it; 
the law borrowes its condemning ſtrength from ſin, and that's taken off as to the 
guilt and power of it ; as the Apoſtle after ſpeaks. 7t is Chriſt , ſaith he, that 


they come not into condemnation. Some objections are made by the Jeſuits 
againſt this interpretation, But *tis not worth while to dwell long upon 


Firſt, This were to make the Apoſtle to ſpeak abſurdly. There is no con- 


demnation, no hell to living Saints ; who knowes not this 2 whilſt I ſee them 


beleeve that they are not under the condemnatory ſentence of the Law: and he 
mought, if he had: pleaſed, fee a wide difference betwixt Sentence and Exe- 
CHIon. 

I but, If Saints have fin, they muſt needs have guilt, and that merits dam- 
nation. 

It doth ſo; therefore are they freed in Chriſt, and of grace not of merit. 

], but ſin, and guilt, and puniſhment cannot be ſevered. 

True, not for merit, yet they may in the execution; and if they be inſepa- 
rable, why do they.in their doQrine of humane ſatisfaQion ſever them ? 

I, but ſhall we impute falſhood to God? will he fay there is no ſinin Saints, 
when there is ? 

God doth not ſay there is no ſin in them, no deſert of death, that's their-ſay- 
ing, God onely ſaith , that for Chriſts ſake there is no execarion or attnall con- 
demnation of them. 

Why but then, what's the ground and reaſon that no condemnation paſſeth 
upon ſuch, and of what extent and latitude is this propofition 2 reacheth ir to all 
under the Goſpell, ſince the covenant of Grace ? 

To all i» Chriſt , to all as are in him, as once they were in Adam; that isto fay, 
to all that are branches of him, and members of that body whereof Chriſt is 
bead, anda principle of life : For to bein Chriſt, ( to touch that by the way ) 1s 
not To be united to Chriſt by knowledge, ſo that we be in the faith , and 


Chriſti Religion : but that we be incorporated into him, by faith and the ſpi- 
rit, united to him in love and life, ſo that we have our ſubſiſtence and dwelling 


juſtifies, who ſhall condemne ? ſothen the belceving Saints are paſſed from death, | 


in him, r eh» 3. #/r. He that is thus it Chriſt is paſſed from deith co life, he 
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jets, andperſons juſtified, and tells us in this place, not why they are juſtified, 


tand proof of this, becauſe they live under a new guide or Law, walking not af- 


{ on, their eſtate is free, glorious, ſure, yet ours in Chriſt our head, exceeds theirs. 


A ge by Chriſt, arein a very happy eſtate. Sac, Vi.| 


comes not urider 2 ſentence- condemnatory, :Fohy 3. 18. and 5. 24. he ſhall fic on 
the bench in the day of Judgement,not ſtand-at the barre, there to be arraigned; 
but - why all this, 'becauſe they wa/kafter the ſpirit ? So indeed our Countrey- 
man Stapleton would-have it, but that's againſt the whole: diſcourſe of the 
Apoſtle inthe foregoing Chapters, & that were to confound Law, and Goſpell. 
The Text doth-not ſay, there is no condemnation, becauſe they walk after the 
ſpirit. z be meddles not now in the concluſion! with che cauſes of Juſtification , 
thoſe he handles e)ſewhere, ſome before, ſome after, but now he is upon the /ub- 


but who they be,and how qualified ; or if you will, the cauſe or un of their 
freedome is upon this account, becauſe they are one with Chriſt : the evidence 


ter the fleſh, but the ſpirit. And thus for the words. Now the reſult hence is 
this. 

Saints in Chriſt are in a very happy eſtate and condirion. That's our Point, 
Our renewed eſtate is as good in Chriſt, as it was badin Adam, Itis not for no- 
thing, that Saint Pav/ makes this his higheſt ambitionto be allin Chriſt, and 
nothing out of him, Phz/, 3.9, 10. or this to be the higheſt honour and com- 
mendationto be ſtyled Saints in Chriſt, Phil. 1, 1, Brethren in Chriſt , Col. 1, 
Churches in Chriſt,” in his ficſt and ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians. This the 
bigheſt dignity, the beſt ſeniority ; They were, ſaith Paxl , before me in Chriſt, 
Rom. 16, 7. and 11. Our Saviour himſelf makes this the main of his Miniſtry. 
Firſt, to call mento him then, to perſwade an abidance in him : and to this ve- 
ryend hath eſtabliſhed aneverlaſting Miniſtry that thereby men might be caled 
into the fellowſhip of Chriſt , x Cor. 1.9. Nay, and into the Glory of Chriſt, and 
his moſt glorious priviledges, 2 Theſſ. 2.14. Now that our condition is not 
more deſperate out of Chriſt, then bleſſed in him , will further appear, if we 
conſider this eſtate, either ſingly or in way of compariſon. To begin with che 
hrter. , 

Firſt, Adams eſtate in innocency was ( as we have heard) a very rich and glo- 
rious eſtate, he was heire of all the world, held all of God immediately, he was 
in the a&uall poſſeſſion of all required Graces, and had in himſelf a power of 
perpetuating his eſtate in Fee ſimple upon himſelf and his for ever : a faire 
eſtate, but ſhort of ours now, Adam had not the heir himſelf as we have, had 
not ſo near an union with God as we by Chriſt ; he had a good Land. lord, but 
not a Father by marriage ; nor had he that ſecurity and warrantiſe, againſt all 
pretenders and claimers that we have : he held God by the hand, but G4 holds 
us. - To ſay nothing of another life in heaven, which whether 4dam heard of , 
is more theg we can tell, | 

Secondly, the holy Angels in heaven, are doubtleſſe in a very good conditi- 


are ſervants, we are members ; they are the friends of the bride-groome,we 
ide; they have their perſonall glory and life, but we the ſame for ſubſtance 
iſts ; 70h. x7.They are near to Chriſt in place and employment, but nor 
ſo near as we, who arc fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bone. 
Thirdly, the Saints now in heaven, are in a blefſed ſtate, and for time, have 
otten the ſtart of us, yet for the ſubſtance of the matter, we have as good, as 
ure an eſtate as themſelves; the difference lies in this, chey are ſeiſed of it in 
perſon and in part, we in Our proxy and head Chriſt, there we alſo (ir, Eph. 2. 
neither ſhall they be perfeRted, till we come to them ; now then to cloſe this 
comparative conſideration, if our eſtate in many things exceeds Adams, in ſome 
things the Angels, if for the main, we hold pace with the ſoules now in bliſſe, 
having the ſame both heire and inheritance, our eſtate is certainly,good,; Adams 
ont, good. the Angels better, the Saints beſt, and the Saints is ours for the ſub. 
e of it. 


Secondly, This further appears if we ſurvey the thing in it ſelf, and look up- 


—— on 


— 


[8 H .a* 


- 


/ 


EY A ———_—— - —— . 


Part 1. = Cauſes, Subjects, nd Privilgerofthisnew eſtate. | 33 | Y 


-on'it in the cauſes of it. Secondly, inthe ſ#bjetZs, or poſſeſſors of it. Thirdly, 
in the privileges, and benefits of it. 
For the firſt, itis an eſtate of Gods own making, We are, ſaith the Apoſtle, I, 
of God in Chriſt, Cor.1. 30. and for us is Chriſt,of God , made wiſdome, righte- | For the cauſes 
ouſneſſe,redemprion,all. lc pleaſed God out of the riches of Grace to take coun- | ©***+ 
ſell with himſelf alone, how to make man, as happy, as man needed to be. And L 
whereas before, though he had a vaſt eſtate, yet was he wider then bis eſt are, and 
thereupon ſtep'd over his bounds; he was pleaſed to refolve upon an eſtate larger 
| then m4n, even his own eſtate, Glory, Joy ſo farreas communicable, and enters 
him upon that, even upon his Maſters Foy, as it is in the Goſpell ; and Gloyy , as 
it is,2 Theſſ. 2. And whereas man was not at firſt himſelf, bur as they were once | , Thes, 2. 14. 
uſed td ſpeak of ſuch as were under Covert without head, God reſolves now up- 
on a head and Guardian, Chriſt, and the conclufon is, Chriſt ſhould pay all 
and have all. Hereupon the Father gives the Son, the Son gives himſelf to 
purchaſe an eſtate, and toinſtate us in it. Now conſider what price the Fa- 
ther ſet upon that his Son, the Son of his love, and thence inferres the great- 
neſſe of the eſtate ; for what loving Father will part, with the life ſhall I ay?nay, 
with one [:mb of his childe for a whole world 2 why, Saiats in Chriſt have ſuch 
an eſtate as God was content to redeem with the bloud of his Son; a precious 
purchaſe, and therefore a precious ſtate. Conlider alſo Chriſt and his worth. 
He lookes upon the eſtate, when it was to be purchaſed; and when the matter 
was propounded to him, and ſurveyed by him, he was willing to /e/ himſelf to 
his :kin, to his ſol to compaſle it : now certainly, that Nate muſt be very glori- 
ous that kh God for its founder, God for its parchaſer, God for its price, | 
For the ſubjects and heires of this eſtate, to ſpeak them all in one, it is 2. 
Chriſt myſticall. Firſt, Chriſt , the heir apparent of all, the Kings e/def, the | For the poſſel- 
Kings onely ſon. Secondly, Chriſtians, that 1s, rhe Church in one body, the | {ors of it. 
Kings onely Daxghtcr , upon whom this ſtate is ſettled, by way of Joynture 
ſhall I ſay-? or rather, Powry : now when the King of Kings ſhall drive a match 
between his onely ſox, who 1s heire of all, and his ozely daughter by adoption, 
(as the ſon by nature) as once he did between Adam and Eve, and ſetrle both | 
worlds upon them , as he did the firſt upon Adam, how can it be bur that the 
eſtate will be very rich, and every way tull > And that will appear yet further 
to you, if you conſider the laſt things, viz. The provileges and properties 
thereot. | 
Firſt, it is a ſpiritual! eſtate, it lies not here in the dirt, as Adams firſt 7. 
eſtate did, it lies in /ighr, As 26. it is »ndefiled, as Peter (peakes, And upon | For the privi- 
that account the more excellent, becauſe it is fo ſpirituall ; for, of things, ſpiri- | |<8*5- | 
euals in their natures, are beſt, as moſt nearly approaching the beſt of all. T. 
itisa free eftate, a creared renxre whereto none can pretend, free from all | A845 26: 23 
incumbrances, all forfeitures, decayes, impoſitions, endowed with all immuni- | * —_— 
ties: here is freedome from the Law, in its rigour, curſe, irritation, ſting; though : 
it remain in its direftive,and derettive,and correftive uſe, yet its deſiruftzve power 
is taken away; there 1s no condemnation, (aith the Text. Freedome from wrath, 
Satan, ſting of conſcience ; in a word, from all bondage. We were indeed for- 
merly in a ſtate of vaſſallage, but the Son makes us free,Pobn 8. Joh.8. 36. 


q 


Thirdly, itis a f#4 eſtate; in Chrfſt we are compleat , Col. 2. Yea, with the 3. 
Son God gives us all, Rom. 8. all things are ours, all perſons Ours, becauſe Chriſt | Col.2.10, 
15 ours, and Chriſt is Gods, p Cor, 3, vir, Rom,s.32, 

It 1s a firm eſtate. Allis everlaſting, unchangeable, unmovable, unfading : all 4+ 
heires, Joint heires, with Chriſt, If the ſtate ſtand good to him, it will to us : 
Ie fhall ſpeed as he and the Fathey ſpeed, Joh. 17. Now the Son abides for ever, 
and the Davghter abides for ever, the eftate dies to neither , and xexther to 
other. We are heires as of the things promiſed, ſo of the promiſes themſelves, 
Gal. 3. wlt. eſtate, and writings are all made overto us: by Chriſt we have right | 
toall; izand with Chriſt , we arein the poſſeſſion of all, in his right , and in our | | | 
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| name ; Livery and ſeiſin are given and taken. Thus you ſee the ſtate, 


| 


ſome men talk of another paſlage diſcovered, and opened to heaven : But as 


unto he is all ſufficient, perfectly able, as the Apoſtle faith, to ſave to the 


Motives to come to Jeſws Chriſt. - Sc. VI. 


Now if you ask me a reaſon, why God hath ſettled ſuch an eſtate upon «es, «s 
-  bankrupts, «s traytrours? I can give you none other then what the 
Apoſtle hath given me, 2 Theſſ. 1. the morive is, meer grace in God through 
Chriſt ; the exd, thac Chriſt may be glorified in ns his body, and the fulneſfe 
of him, who is the fulneſle of all, Eph. 1. ult. and to be admired by us to all. 
eternity. Or, if you will bave it in Chriſts own words ; It is the Fathers plea. 
ſure to give this eſtate, which is ſomtimes called an Inheritance, ſometimes a 
Kingdome, a glorious kingdome, an heavenly kingdome; Gods kingdome 
Chriſts kingdome ; The Saints kingdome. We wil! ſay no more at preſent, 
though much more might be ſaid touching the excellency of this eſtate in the 
immunities and prerogatives thereof. We come to Application. 

For thoſe who never yet cloſed with Chriſt. theſe muſt be exhorted. as they 
love themſelves, to come to him. For Motives. Conlider, Firſt, the neceſſity 
of ſo doing, Not onely in regard of hs precept, Come to me, all ye that are 
heavy laden, &c. but in order to themſelves ; for, no Chriſt, no inheritance, 
Gal. 4. 28. Without Chriſt no life. They dye in their fins: he that hath, faith 
FJobn, the Son, he hath life onely, he that hath not the Son, hath no life, 
x Joh, 5.12. Heis the Ark, without which there is nothing bur death; he is 
the City of refuge ; you dye, if you fly not thither. Adam leaves you under 
fin, fin cals for Juſtice, and Juſtice will perſue you to the Gates of that City. 
Other remedy there is none, the ſecond Adam was onely able to remove the 
huttfulneſle of the firſt. There muſt be Adam for Adam, as there was ſerpent 
for ſerpent in the wilderneſle, covenant for covenant, grace for grace. I know 


Paul faid in another caſe , though rhere be Gods many, and Lords many, yet 
to us there is but oe: to ws in theword ; to xs inthis Hemiſphere of the Go- 
ſpel there is but one way made known, one Lord, one Jeſu, ene living way ; and 
inthis ſenſe alſo /iving as well as in others, that it never dyeth or changeth. 
What ſecret wayes the Lord is pleaſed to betake himſelf unto, we are not to 
inquire into ; our rule of faith is not Gods prerogative, but his will revealed in 
the word. Ler us ſubmit to this rule, and ſuffer our ſelves to be convinced by 
the Goſpel, that there is nothing bur (in, and guilt, and death, and ſlavery, and 
hell, out of Chriſt, but he alone is our life, our way, our truth. If we come 
to him, he caſts our xoman; if we come not , we caſt ay our ſelves. 
Conlider the poſſibility of recovering our ſelves, and oureſtate , if wecome |} 

to him, Herein man in his loſt eſtate is beyond Devils. Chriſt hath made him 
capable of Salvation. He came on purpoſe to recover him loſt, to redeem him 
ſold, and forfeited ; and by the Goſpel! to bring again to light, what was ba- 
niſhed and buryed, co wit, life and immortality. That's his buſineſſe, and here- 


worldsend, all' that come to him. There is no ſtay on his part, if any thing 
hinder, it is from us, 

Oh, but we cannot come to him. When didſt thou try ? what means haſt 
thou uſed 2 what prayers ? or what paines haſt thou been at? It is not want of 
Can, butwant of 14, at leaſt it is a wilf#l{ imporency, as Chriſt layes the charge, 
You will ot come to me, that you might have life, Joh. 5. 40. You will not | 
faith he. there's the miſery ; you w3/! not come that you may have life, I offer 
life to your dead ſoules, you will nor receive it. 

I, but I have not the power of willing. 

Come to him that thou maiſt receive this power, heis a quickning ſpirit to 
ſoules, as well as bodies; and if thou unite to him, he will as eaſily raiſe thy 
ſoul out of the grave of fin, Joh. 5. 25- as he did the dead bogy, by the 
touch of the Prophets bones. 

But how can I come to him? 

Come to his ordinances, attend his mouth, yeeld to convitions of the word, 


and | 
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| Well, try as David did in his caſe, do as Abigail 'did with David himſelf, 


Chriſt, _ , 


A. 


Comers to (briſt, ſure tobe accepted. 
and in private propoſe good queſtions. This the woman of Samaria did, and 


cords of love, Chriſt will in no wiſe caſt thee off, For all chat the F ather giveth 
me, ſhall come to me, ſaith Chriſt, 70h. 6. 37. And for my part, 7 came to do my 
Fathtrs will, v. 38. And my Fathers will is this, char 1 ſhould loſe none, v, 39. 
but” give life to all that ſo come, v. 40. 

Conſider the certainty of ſpegding if we do come ; the eſtate is already pur- 
chaſed and ſerrled, writings ſealed, and proclamation made to all; Ho ! every one 
| that thirſterh come and arink freely, It was Chriſts very errand to bring us in a- 
gain ; he ſtill employes his meſſengers, and invites us laying, Come, all things 
are prepared. He offers marriage with us upon eafie tearmes ; your foreskins will 
be dowry enough, as Sal ſaid to his Son in law ; therefore come and make 
no more doubts ; 1 ſay to thee, as they ſaid to the blind man, Ze of good comfort, 
ariſe, he calleth thee. Caſt away thy ragges as he did, and ſpeed as he did, who 
immediately received ſight, Mark. 10. 49. &c. 

Oh but I fear he will not accept me. It is no ſmall thing to be ſuch a Kings 
Son in law. 


David wooes her, ſhe is ſenſible of her diſtance, and acknowledgeth her un- 
worthynefſe, bur yer ſhe followed the call, accepted the motion, and it proved 
a match, 

T,but there is one thing ſticks with me, had I like ingereſt in Chriſt, as Ihad 
in Adais, 1 could promiſe to my ſelf as much good from this Adam, as I have 
received hurt from the s:her. But now there lye ſhrewd blocks in my way, 
firſt, this dorin of particular eleftiondorth much diſcourage me. 

And why ſo, I pray? ls it not more comfortable to hear, that ſome ſhall 
certainly be ſaved, then that it is #xcertain, whether any at all ſhall be ſaved : for 
thus runnes the doctrine, routhing generall redemption, and generall ( if you 
will ſpeak contradiQiion ) eleion, viz, Notwithſtanding Chriſts death and | 
price paid, ſalvation is ſuſpended upon mans choice, and it is uncertain what 
choice he will make, "Is 
Objeft. Yea, but if we deſcend to particulars there is no prtics/er word 
given out to me. 

Sol. Neicher is there any particular barre or caveat put in againſt thee, be thou 
Jew or Gentile, Bond or Free, Traytour or Felgn, all is one in this caſe. There 
is no exception lies againſt thy nation, thy condition , thy perſon in particular. 
And as to that particular of Election , thou maiſt have tar better aſſurance , 
that thou art eleRed, then that thou art nor. | 

Whart's to be done then ? | 

Firſt, be ſure of this, that there is nothing but fin and death, nothing at all 
of life, or righteouſneſle ont of Chriſt. None in thy good meanings, none in | 
thy good nature, none inthe meanes and ordinances of Chriſt abſtracted from 
his Spiric, therefore lay down all thine own, all naturall righteouſneſſe, all le 
all, all perſonall , with all unrighteouſneſfle ; ſo farre make uſe of the Law as to 
rethee our of thy ſelf, and all ſelf-confidences, and that done look up to 


In the ſecond place, and cloſe with his per/o», for ſo it muſt be in this mar- 
riage. There muſt be perſon to perſon, not perſon onely to the eſtate ; and for 
thy further incouragement, take norice what the Goſpell offers. 

Firſt, for the perſon ſaving, It is the Lord oxr righteowſneſſe. The great re- 
deemey, the mighty de/iverey, who comes Authorized out of Z5on to turn away 
ungodlineſle from Faceb, Rom, 11. 26, 

Secondly, for the parties delivered, ( for we fay no more as yet of thedeli- 
verer) Jeſus Chriſt his Meſſage is to the poor, to the broken hearted, to the 


this maiſt +hov too, And if thou wilt ſuffer thy ſelf to be drawn thus by theſe| 


captives, tothe blind, to the bruiſed, to the moſt loſt men, and to the greateſt | 


v 


of ſinners, L»k, 4+ 18. So that if thou be loſt enough, poor enough, bad} 
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enough , deep enoughin hell, the Saviour is ſent to thee. | 
Thirdly, for the meanes, where Chriſt offers himſelf, hee comes cloathed in 
b) an ordinance, in a promiſe, every promiſe is full of Chriſt, whole Chriſt, who 
is tendered to us in each Article, and Seal of the Covenant, and is indeed be- 
fore-hand with us in Baptiſme, which at leaſt is as much as Jadah's Ring and 
Staffe, though no arguments of Thamars goodneſle, yet evidences good againſt 
ndah . . 

4+ , Fourthly, for the Tearmes, they are very free and gracious, Firſt, let fall all 
7.Lambert, | other hopes, and cry with ſome Martyrs, None bat Chriſt, no husband bur 
x Chriſt, no portion but Chriſt, none other Law-giver, Prophet, King, but Chriſt 
alone. Secondly, receive as ſole, ſo whole Chriſt, to all intents, and purpoſes of 
Salvation. Make him thy ruling Chriſt, as well as thy redeeming Chriſt ; he be- 
comes author .of Salvation to them that obey him, Heb, 5, 9, Give up thy ſelf 
wholly to be ruled by him, take him for better and for worſe, and the bargain is 
made, The eſtate paſſeth with the perſon, o#r broken eſtate fals ro Chriſt, 
he ſtands ingaged to all oxy debts, and hs full eſtate becomes ours, all - pri- 
vileges are made over to us, as were Adams incumbrances, Now then fith you 
are all for good eſtates, good tenures, clear titles, labour to be thus inſtated in 
Chriſts eſtate, and ſay as ſhe, Give me children or elſe I dye, ſo Lord give me 
Chrift or elſe I dye: and as Abraham once, What doth all this availe me, if I 
have no heir of mine own? ſo think thou, what will all the riches, and titles, 
.and accommodations ig the world availe/me, if I have never a Chriſt ? and this 
the firſt uſe. . 

Uſe 2. For ſuch as are already come home to Chriſt ; Keep you well whilſt you are 
Beleevers well, we ſmart yet for our firſt fall, though through grace there is ſome reme- 
ſhould ktep | dy provided againſt that; but take heed of a ſecond, if wee fall from the ſe- 
clole to Chrilt, | 0nd 4dam, there's no more {acrifice, nor facrificer, no new word of Salva- 
tion, no new Chriſt ; God hath ſaid, and done all that he meanes to do in or- 
der to Salvation by his Son, Heb. 1. 1, Hereupon it is, that our Saviour in the 
Goſpel, and his Apoſtles in their DoArines and Epiſtles, drive mainly at per- 
ſeverance in the faith once giyen, and call thick upon us; for perfiſting therein, 
for ſtanding faſt, for ſtanding out, for overcoming and continuing to the end,in 
this bleſſed eſtate of grace, wherein now we ſtand ; and labour nothing 
more then to take us off, from all other Chriſts, Goſpels, Dorines, wayes, 
eſtates; it is the main driftof all or moſt of the Epiſtles. For well did they ſee 
that a continuance was as neceſſary as an entrance; they well knew our unſtea- 
dineſſe and fickleneſle, and how licoriſh our nature is after novelties ; nor were 
they ignorant of Satans wiles, of perilous times to come, and theretore have 
they given us ſo frequent,and ſo loud warnings, Now beloved ſeeing you knoy 
theſe _ before-hand, beware that you be not drawn away from your own 
ttedfaſtneſs, 2 Pce. «/t. Rather grow in grace, and inthe knowledge of Chriſt, 
and herein be ſo much the more ſerious, by how much the more buſic the 
tempter and his agents be, Let me tell you all the DoArines of later Editions 
drive moſtly at this, to wreſt you from this eſtate in Chriſt, and to create and 
| eſtabliſh another ticle and tenure, Hence thoſe new wayes of happineſle with- 

our Chriſt, Hence the revivall of our crackt title in .4dam, hence the deniall of 
Chriſts purchaſe , hence the addition of joynt purchaſers with him , hence the 
adding of more ſtrings to our bow, and the ſuperadding of our righteouſneſſe 
to Chriſts ad corroborandum, yea and the depoſiting of all the evidences and al- 
ſurances with our jelves, Look to your ſtandinggaad be true to your colours, 
Chriſt hath bought you to himſelf, and hath liſtedyou into his ſervice, betray 
not his right, who will never, never,never, as he ſaith Heb. 13. deſert you, if you 
flinch not from him: you. know in whom you have beleeved, continue in the 
faith of Jeſus, as you have been taught the truth in him, Abide in the commu- 


2, =, © | nipnof Chriſt, in the grace of Chriſt, in the power of Chriſt, find all your 
$6 | | hopes, joyes, life, ſafety, and: ſubſiſtence in him alone, fetch all your ſtrength 
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and life from him, nothing from any other, hold all of him, flye' to no other 
title, aſcribe all to him, and, in a word, owe to him, and to him onely, all wiſ- 
dome , righteouſneſſe , ſanRification , redemption, ſalvation: whole Chriſt, or 
no Chriſt. | FH, 
Having ſecured our owneſtate in Chriſt, let's caſt ( inthe next place) for our 
friends,eſpecially children. Worldly men, whofee no higher then the earth, will 
travell with their children, whil'ſt chey labour under an evill eſtate world-ward. 
If a childe bein depth orin priſon, they wil put under ſome ragges, to pull out 
their Jeremy where he ſticks. This is no more then they will do, nay, then 
we ſhould all do, for an enemy ; nay, for an enemies beaſt, Zxod. 23. 5. There- 
fore as Sal beſtirred himſelf for his countreymen, Aoſes for his, nay, David 
for his ſheep, when invaded;ſo muſt we much more for children thus ingulphed, 


Get children inta this good eſtate. 


the ſlave was to have his liberty for his eye ſpoyled : We have put out the eyes 
of children, and muſt indevour in way of recompenſe their - liberty ; and as in 
caſe of Juſtice, there was heretofore allotted eye for eye , tooth for tooth, &c, 
So now in mercy and juſtice both , we muſt labour to reſtore to our undone 
children eye for eye, hand for hand, ſoul and body, for body and ſoul. Bur 
how can this be done? however it ſpeed, this muſt be our endevour, and reſt 
we muſt not, till we have -done our utmoſt to repair their eſtates. This is the 
common and conſtant care of all Parents , to ſee their children ſetled ſome- 
where in ſome eſtate, and the quieter, and fuller it is, the more the heart of 
Parents is ſatisfied : now 'tis certain , that there is no comfortable, no ſecure 
eſtate, till they come to be ſtated in Chriſt. | 

But they are ſo already, Chriſtians they are ſo ſoon as Baptized. 

Sol." Sacramentally they are ſo, andthat ſhould encourage us the more, be- 
cauſe (God is ſo farre before-hand with us and them : bur we muſt not reſt here; 
Outwaera Bapriſme, 15 no more then was exrward Circumctſion, which was no- 
thing without the xewcreatare ; when Chriſt is formed in thy children, when 
thou ſeeſt in them, the eye of Chriſt, the mouch, and heart of Chriſt, Chriſts 
Image drawn quite over them, then are they ſafe. and thou happy ; till then thy 
feares and cares, (if thou haſt eicher, for their foules) are endleſſe, and all 
thy paines and coſt, are loſt upon them, if they be 16ſt. Bur till the queſtion 
is, what can I do to bring in children: : 

I cannot give grace ? 

Sol. Do ? do what is incumbent upon thee to do. 

Firſt , bring them to Chriſt in the Ordinance of Bapti/me,there mourn for that 
curſed condition, which thou haſt brought upon them : pray that God would 
baptize them with water and the Holy Ghoſt. 

Next, as they grow up, ſo teach them the »ſe of Bapts/me, and the nature 
of that Covenant, whereof that is a ſeale. 

At all times ſet them good copies and examples, and let inſtrution and cor- 
rection be duly applyed ; If thou place them abroad, have a care of ſetling 
them in good families, and under a good Miniſtry. This gives thee beſt hopes 
of Religions continuing in the family ; And though poſſibly there may be an 
Eſau amongſt them, yet ordinarily ſome either-in the firſt or next generation, 
prove-good: however, this is the beſt ſervice chou canſt do to God, the beſt 
thanks thou canſt return to Chriſt, the beſt work thou caſt perform tothe 
Church and Miniſtry, the greateſt mercy thou canſt ſhew to thy poſterity , the 
wiſeſt way thou canſt take for thy ſelf:ſo ſhalt thou engage their hearts more to 
thee, al. ult, fo thou ſhalt more comfortably dye, when thou ſeeſt them 
thus placed with,and matched ro, Chriſt. A poor man may poſſibly preferre his 
childe by a good match, none like to this of marrying them to Chriſt, Sith 
then a way not onely of recovery but of preferment is found out , be not wan- 
ting to God, to Chriſt, to the Publick, to your ſelves here, to your poſterity 
hereafcer ; if they-may be happy, leave them not miſerable; if they may be 
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and the rather, becauſe we have been inſtrumentall in cheir miſery. 1n the Law, | 
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{| we miy take it up of ourſelves, Thirdly, whether the abuſes are ſuch, & fo 


them. 
ts : Anſ(w, 


Slight not this privilege in otheys. Ssc. VI. 
found 4n Chriſt, leave them not in Satan, in hell, 

If this Rate ix Chriſt be ſo happy, when we are thus united to him by voca- 
tion}'and hold communion with him through juſtification and ſanfification, 
and receive perpetuall influence and ſupportance from him, then inferre hence 
ewo things. . Y * 

. Beware how we (light ſo great a privilege in others ; Is any a Sazxt and mem- 

er in Chriſt > acknowledge Chriſt in him, receive him though in ſome things 

iffering from us, and in many things inferiour to us : have not the glorious 
faith of Chriſt in reſpec of perſons. If Chriſt be not aſhamed to call them Bre- 
thren, Heb, 2. If God be not aſhamed to call them children, Heb. 11. 16. why 
ſhould we bee coy: of their acquaintance ? Think the ſame of every faithful] 
Preacher. If Chriſt own him as his Embaſſadour, and gives him the citle-of the 
Glory of Chriſt, why ſhould we ſlight any fuch, becauſe of ſome differences or 
infirmities? I go further, If an arg; wetroyy, of Chriſtians be in ChriR, 
why ſhould not we look upon them as did ? Grace and peace, faith he, be 
unto the Churches at Theſſalonica and elſewhere, which are in God the Father 
and i» Chriſt the Saviour. Doubtleſſe the Church of Theſſalozica, and at Co- 
rinth had their blemiſhes, errours in ſome doArinals , failings not a few in 
praQticals, yet becauſe they were Churches in Chriſt, the Apoſtle ownes and 
honours them. The Churches of Galatia were much declined, yet Pax/ and 
the Brethren with bim, look upon them as Churches of Chriſt.” The ſeven 
Churches of. Aſia wanted no faults, and thoſe of no ordinary alloy, yet are 
they Golden Candleſticks in Chriſts eye, and ſuch as heconverſed withall. And 
- ſo, why ſhould we ſeparate from them ; or bring up an ill report of any of 
them ? | ; 
Youwill ſay happily that you meddle not with particular perſons, . you con- 
ceive hopefully of many that live among us : but the thing queſtioned is, about 
the Rate and conſtitution of our Churches, if that be Antichriftian, what com- 
munion then with Chrift ? | 

Brethren, if there be any amongſt you, who are indeed tender, and fearful] 
in this caſe, I beſeech you with all the mercy , mildenefſe, and earnekneſle 
that I can, to lay afide all prejudice, and ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things, 

Firſt, what a grievous thing it is to miſname, or miſyalue any eſtate in Chritt, 
Secondly, whether you dare fay, that none of our Churches , or of like com. 
munity be in Chriſt. Study I beſeech you, what ſtates a Saint or Church in 
Chriſt, and what nullifies or forfeits that fiate Try whether you cannot find 
ſome footſteps of Chriſt, ſome Seales of his Miniſtry amongſt us, and if ſo, why 
may not that houſe and habitation pleaſe us that pleaſerh him ? why may not we 
dwell, where Chriſt is pleaſed to dwell > ObjeRnot, thouſands of failings ; the 
queſtion is, whether we have a rrze being in Chriſt, and if he be among(t us as 
head , and rogr , why ſhould not his be acknowledged members, and branches ? 

- But how can we partake with ſuch, but we ſhall be partakers of theirfins ? 

How did Chriſt ? he was daily in the Temple, and at Temple Services, 2amidft 
the Phariſces, and other Defors, yet no way partaker of their errours and 
abuſes : he inwardly diſtaſted them, and outwardly diſcountenanced them ; 


do thou the like, and then thy preſence ( being onely Locatl, not Morall) doth } 


not fetch thee F:ithin a guilc, =o 
Objett. Oh but we have no power tocenſure and whip out offenders as Chriſt 


did. 
Sel. Conſider firſt , whether any fuch power be due to us. Secondly, whether 


malignant,' as that they will warrant a forſaking of the aſſemblies. $o long as 
Chriſt is there, what fear of being member of that body,which hath Chrsf for its 
bead ? 

But the abuſes areof © high a nature, as that there is no tolerating of 
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( omfort to them that are in Chniſt, 


1 and guardian of choice. 


| demnation, no bondage, no curſe, no hurt, no hell: nay, we can ſay more then 


1 


Anſw. That's an high charge : be ſure of thy grounds, before thou layeſt 
ſuch an aſperſion upon a ſociety which beares the face of a Church : in judging 
raſhly thou maiſt poſſibly ſin againſt the generation of the Fghteous, theretore 
conſult, and conſider, and then give ſentence ; for clear it is, thatas we muſt not 
partake in ſin, nor joyn our ſelves to Harlots, ſo neither muſt we be more ſtrict, 
and ſevere then Chriſt himſelf : therefore drive things to an iſſue, this or that 
Church ſo called, either is, or is not in Chriſt. If not in Chriſt, we have 
nothing to ſay for it, out of Chriſt, theze is nothing but death and darkneſſe 


If in Chriſt, *cis true it may be, there may be juſt cauſe of mourning, great need 
of reforming, but when we have done all that lies within our power and calling 
to do, whether then there be ground for a divorce and defertion, think thou of 
that and think adviſeely, leſt thou condemre where Chriſt ſaich, rhere is ys cox- 
demnation. 

Secondly, let not this conſolation ſeem ſmall to us, that we are taken into 
ſuch an eſtate. Say, though poor as to the world,ſay, a ſcorn of men, a ſlave to 
men, be thy eſtate as bad as Malice can make it, or Phanſie conceive it, yet it. 
thou be in Chriſt, thou art in a bleſſed condition. - Time will not now give, to 
ſpread before thee the particulars of this eſtate; how #»worrhy thou walt of it, 
how freely , and vet how dearly it coſt thy Redeemer, what an infinite gulph 
and diſtance there is betwixt thy tormer, and this renewed eſtate ; work thele 
things upon thine own heart in private : ſay,once I was a ſlave,now free; Once 54- 
ti:15, noW Gods; once an enemy, now a childe ; once a limbe of Adam, worthy to 
be hanged up as a traytours quarters, now a piece of Chriſt ; once cxr/ſed, now un- 
der bleſſing ; once for hell, now an hceire of heaven ; once a damned creature, now 
there is »o condemnation ; once death was cerrible, the grave dreafull, but now 


in Chriſt, Jam more thena Conqueror, To be #nder Chriſt, is a great privi- | 


lege, heisthe Tabernacle of many coverings to thelter us, and vur hiding place : 
but to be in him, to be made one ipirit with him, 15to be as high, and as lafeas | 


we can be, and therefore enjoy thar privilege. 

I, but how ſhall I know, that I am in Chriſt ? 

The word tells thee, He rhat is in Chriſt :« a new ereature, old things are paſs'd, 
the old man crucified, 2 Cor. 5. the old kusband buryed, R:m. 7. old luſts mor- 
tified, the oJd world dead to us and we to it, Gal. 2. and 5, Chapters, and we re- 
deemed from our old converſation, 1 Per. 1.18. Our old guides and leaders 
Secondly, Al things are becume new,a new 


a new creation to all good worhes , Eph. 2. 10. 
Chriſt in us,the minde of Chriſt,the heart of Chriſt, the rongue of Chriſt whole 


Chriſt;we are under a new guide.the Spirit of God,(here Row..8. 2.)gives Lawes, 
we are led by the Spirit, and walk in that Spirit, Gal. 5 . *Tis true, the fleſh 
ſometimes tranſports , and commits a rape upon us, but the Spirit 1s the guide, 

Thirdly, anew aime , and end in all, as Chriſt did | 
not pleaſe himſelf, R:m.. 15. 3. but ſought the publick good, fo is it with his 
members in their meaſure. Briefly, all is made new, new hopes, new joyes,new 
teares, new delights, new deſires, all new, all eyeing Chriſt. 

He that is in Chriſt, is a fruitfull branch, oh. 15. Chriſt bath no uſeleſle 
member, every one doth its othce, bears frait, its own fruit, in its own ſeaſon, and | 
bears all ro Chriſt ; find thy ſelf thus renewed, thus pruned and made fruitfull co | 
an increaſe of fruitfulneſſe , then we can ce!l thee that to thee there is no con- 


ſo; then all perſons are thine, all things thine, all rimes thine, all eſtates thine, 


becauſe Chriſt is thine, x Cor. 3+ 22. ; 
Objett. But | have many objections againſt all this. Sol. ike enough ſo ; the 


Apoſtle foreſaw thar, and hath prevented thee in this, and the foregoing C hap- 
ters : for inſtance. I am a childe, ſay'ſt thou, of Adams. : 
Sol. Thou art ſo by »atare, but by the gras of Adoption in Chriſt thou art 


a childe of God. PE Objett. 


| 


Sol. 
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Comfort to 
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And how this | 
may be knowey 
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Objefts anſwered. | 


Ohbje&. But I am acaptive to fin, | 
Sol. A captive of in rather then eo i - fin ſurpriſeth thee, but ſore againſt thy 
will : Thou cryeſt for help, Oh wretched may ! who will reſcue me ? 
Oh ! but L have a world of fin. 2 
I, but chere is no condemnation; that fin, faith Paxl, is not thine, though i» thee. 
Oh ! but I am compaſſed with mighty cemptations, afflitions and the like, 
Yea, but all fall work for thy good 1a the cloſe, and thou ſhalt find it fo. 
Oh ! but I can'do nothing well, not ſo much as pray, or begge for my ſelf. 
I, but the Spirit of Chriſt, helps owr infirmicies, and utters it leif, when we can- 
not utter our ſelves, 
Oh ! but I tremble at the accuſations of Satan and conſcience; at the thoughts ! 
of thoſe terrible things to come, Death, Judgement, &c. | 


'T «God, faith the Apoſtle, that juſtifieth, and who then[Þall condemne ? it is 
Chriſt that appears for us, who dares appear againſt us ? it is Chriſt chat hath 

killed death, buryed the grave, cowed Satan, overcome all, and who then 

ſhall ſtand up againſt us? 

But how ſhall I be able to hoſd out, when the aſſaylants are fo fierce, the de- 

fendant ſo weak, when there are ſuch variety of changes to paſſe through ? | 
| The Apoſtle hath ſaid all, neither life , nor death, nor Angels, ner devils, nor 

perſons, nor things preſent, or ts come, nor height, nor depth, nor any creature on? or 

| > ſoall be ever able to ſeparate us from Gods love, which is in our Chriſt and 
-Loxr 
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